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SMASH 
HITS 
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COLLECTION 


H ello, viewers! Welcome to the fifth annual Smash 


Hits Sticker Collection — 200 stickers in all, 

covering 118 different pop acts. This year the 
album's bigger than ever before, with 48 fact-packed 
and beamingly colourful pages simply begging to have 
Stickers a-slapped onto them. In the centre you'll find a 
swish 'n' shiny double-sided pull-out poster: one side 
completes your collection and hides nasty stains on the 
bedroom wall, whilst the other side is a very useful 
place for putting spare stickers, bits of old toast, toenail 
clippings yumi and any other debris you might find 
lurking under the bed. As if that wasn’t enough, 
КГ incorporated throughout is the incredibly 
useful Smash Hits "Handy Guide To Spook-Facts Of 
Nature, The Universe (And A Few Other Things)" with 
which to astound friends and relatives and generally 
pretend to be a bit of a boffin. "But how," you are asking 

urself, “do І set about filling this splendiferous 
к?” Read on, dear viewer, read on... 


HOW TO COLLECT 
YOUR STICKERS 


It's simple as falling off, erm, something that's very easy 
to fall off. There's 200 stickers in all, and most good (and 
even some useless) newsagents stock them. They 
come in packs of five, at 20p a packet — once you start 
swopping doubles with your friends, it's amazing how 
quickly the book fills up. But, if you're left with a few 
gaps at the end, there's no need to blub – you can order 
up to 20 stickers of your choice direct from Panini 
Stickers (full details are on the order form and the 
inside back cover). So don't hang about...get sticking! 


PHOTO CREDITS (BY STICKER NUMBI 


A&M: 147: JULIAN BARTON: 42: TIM BAUER: 119; BIG LIFE: 75, 76; CAPITOL: 2: 
ANDY CATLIN: 31, 54, 111, 140, 190; CBS: 12, 77 95, 99, 108, 145; PAUL COX: 26, 135; 
EMI: 52,53, 107 131, 173, EPIC: 83, 114, 137 192: FERRET & SPANNER: 155; SIMON 
FOWLER: 156, 198; ADRIAN GREEN: 22, 23, 128, 188; COLM HENRY: 159-162. 
ROLAND HYAMS PUBLICITY: 81; LFI: 18, 28, 39, 46, 56, 61, 82, 84, 97 122, 136, 148, 
150,163, 172, 178, 185, 195, 199; LIPSEY-MEADE: 129, 130; LONDON: 60, 133, 165; MCA: 
45, MODERN PUBLICITY: 37 80; MOTOWN: 180; DENIS O'REGAN: i81; OUT 
PROMOTIONS: 112; PARLOPHONE: 116-121: PHONOGRAM: 6, В, 33, 40. 41, 43, 44, 50, 
96. 171. 186, 187; PICTORIAL PRESS: 85, 86, 126, 151-154, 183; RCA: 62-66, 69: RETNA: 
29, 13-15, 17 19, 21, 24, 25, 27 29, 32, 34, 38, 51, 55, 57-59, 67 68, 78, 87 89, 91, 93, 94, 
98, 100, Tis, 134, 138, 139, 142, 144, 146, 149, 164, 174,175, 182, 191, 196: PAUL RIDER: + 
5, 16, 35, 36, 47-49, 70-73, 79, 90, 92, 109, 110, 122-124, 158, 166-170, 179, 189, 194, 200; 
SHEILA ROCK: 143, 157 197; JOHNNY ROSZA: 20; ERIC WATSON: 176, 177. WEA: 101- 
106. 126, 127 141, 193; RUSSELL YOUNG: 10, 11, 184. COVER PHOTOS: JULIAN 
BARTON: Curiosity Kiled The Cat; EPIC: George Michael LFI: U2; PARLOPHONE: Ры 
Shop Boys; PAUL RIDER: A-ha, Five Star Wet Wet Wet: WEA: Madonna. 


I EDITOR: Vici MacDonald 

W WRITERS: Lola Borg, Sue Dando, 

Chris Heath, Richard Lowe, Sylvia Patterson 
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W DESIGN & ART DIRECTION: Vici MacDonald 


STICKER 


* Tick off each sticker as you get it for an instant guide to how well 
you're doing and which stickers you still need — it saves flicking 
through the album when you're swopping! 


А-НА (14) 
А-НА (14) 

A-HA/MORTEN 

A-HA/MAGS 

A-HA/PÁL 

ABC 

THE ALARM 

ALL ABOUT EVE 

AMAZULU 

RICK ASTLEY (4) 

RICK ASTLEY (4) 

BEASTIE BOYS 

BEASTIE BOYS/AD-ROCK 
BEASTIE BOYS/MCA 
BEASTIE BOYS/MIKE D 
BANANARAMA 

THE BANGLES 

THE BEATLES 

BEE GEES 

BLACK 

THE BLOW MONKEYS 

BLUE MERCEDES (14) 

BLUE MERCEDES (1) 

BON JOVI 

BON JOVIJON 

DAVID BOWIE 

BILLY BRAGG 

BOY GEORGE 

BOY GEORGE/CULTURE CLUB 
BROS 

BROTHER BEYOND 

KATE BUSH 

CAMEO 

THE CHRISTIANS: 

THE COMMUNARDS/JIMMY 
THE COMMUNARDS/RICHARD 
THE CULT 

THE CURE 

CUTTING CREW. 

CURIOSITY KILLED THE CAT/MIGI 
CURIOSITY KILLED THE CAT/NICK 
CURIOSITY KILLED THE CAT 
CURIOSITY KILLED THE CAT/JU. 
CURIOSITY KILLED THE CAT/BEN 
THE DAMNED 

DEAD OR ALIVE 

DEF LEPPARD 

DEF LEPPARD/JOE 
DEPECHE MODE 

DIRE STRAITS 

DURAN DURAN 

DURAN DURAN 

DURAN DURAN 

ECHO & THE BUNNYMEN 
ERASURE 

EUROPE 

EURYTHMICS 

THE FALL 

BRYAN FERRY 

FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS 
SAMANTHA FOX 

FIVE STAR/DORIS. 

FIVE STAR/STEDMAN 

FIVE STAR/DENIECE 

FIVE STAR/DELROY 

FIVE STAR/LORRAINE 
PETER GABRIEL 

GENESIS 

GLEN GOLDSMITH 

THE HOUSEMARTINS/PAUL. 
THE HOUSEMARTINS/NORMAN 
THE HOUSEMARTINS/STAN 
THE HOUSEMARTINS/DAVE 
HEART 

WHITNEY HOUSTON (14) 
WHITNEY HOUSTON (14) 

THE HOOTERS 

HUE & CRY 

THE HUMAN LEAGUE 

BILLY IDOL 

IRON MAIDEN 

MICHAEL JACKSON 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
MICHAEL JACKSON 

JANET JACKSON 

JANET JACKSON 

JOHNNY HATES JAZZ 
JOHNNY HATES JAZZ/CLARK 
JELLYBEAN 

THE JESUS & MARY CHAIN 
ELTON JOHN 

GRACE JONES 

PATSY KENSIT 

KISS 

LEVEL 42 

LIVING IN A BOX 

LL COOL J 

LLOYD COLE & THE COMMOTIONS 
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168 
169 
70 
171 
172 
173 
TA 
175 
176 
T7 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 


MADONNA (14) 
MADONNA (1) 
MADONNA (4) 
MADONNA (4) 
MADONNA 

MADONNA 

MARILLION 

ALISON MOYET 

MEL & KIM (14) 

MEL & KIM (14) 

THE MISSION 

NEW ORDER 

GARY NUMAN 
ALEXANDER O'NEAL 
DONNY OSMOND 

PET SHOP BOYS (14) 
PET SHOP BOYS (14) 
PET SHOP BOYS (14) 
PET SHOP BOYS (14) 
PET SHOP BOYS/CHRIS. 
PET SHOP BOYS/NEIL 
PEPSI & SHIRLIE (14) 
PEPSI & SHIRLIE (14) 
THE POGUES 

ELVIS PRESLEY 
PRINCE 

PRINCE 

THE PROCLAIMERS 
QUEEN 
QUEEN/FREDDIE 
CLIFF RICHARD 

THE ROLLING STONES 
RUN DMC 

SADE 

SCARLET FANTASTIC 
THE SEX PISTOLS. 
SHAKIN’ STEVENS 
SIMPLE MINDS 

SIMPLY RED 

SINITTA. 

SISTERS OF MERCY 
THE SMITHS 

THE SMITHS/MORRISSEY 
SPANDAU BALLET 
BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
STATUS QUO 

STING 

STOCK AITKEN WATERMAN 
THE STYLE COUNCIL 
SWING OUT SISTER 
THEN JERICO/MARK 
THEN JERICO/JASPER, 
THEN JERICO/SCOTT 
THEN JERICO/STEVE 
ТРАЙ 

TPAU/CAROL 
TERENCE TRENT D'ARBY 
TERENCE TRENT D'ARBY 
U2/BONO. 

U2/LARRY 

U2/THE EDGE 
U2/ADAM 

UB40 

SUZANNE VEGA 
VOICE OF THE BEEHIVE 
WET WET WET/MARTI 
WET WET WET/TOMMY 
WET WET WET 

WET WET WET/NEIL. 
WET WET WET/GRAEME 
WAS (NOT WAS) 
WESTWORLD 
WHITESNAKE 
WHAMIGEORGE 
WHAMVANDREW 
WHAM! 

WHAM! 

WHAM! 

KIM WILDE 

BRUCE WILLIS 

PAUL YOUNG 

ZODIAC MINDWARP 
А-НА 

RICK ASTLEY 
BEASTIE BOYS 

BON JOVI 

CURIOSITY KILLED THE CAT 
DEF LEPPARD 
FIVESTAR 

THE HOUSEMARTINS 
WHITNEY HOUSTON 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
MADONNA 

MEL & KIM 

GEORGE MICHAEL 
PET SHOP BOYS 
MORRISSEY 

THEN JERICO 

u2 
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A-HA 

ABC 

THE ALARM 
ALL ABOUT EVE 
AMAZULU 

RICK ASTLEY 


BEASTIE BOYS 
BANANARAMA 
THE BANGLES 
THE BEATLES 
BEE GEES 
BLACK 

THE BLOW MONKEYS 
BLUE MERCEDES 
BON JOVI 

DAVID BOWIE 
BILLY BRAGG 


BROS 
BROTHER BEYOND 
KATE BUSH 


CAMEO 

THE CHRISTIANS 

THE COMMUNARDS 

THE CULT 

THE CURE 

CUTTING CREW 

CURIOSITY KILLED THE CAT 


THE DAMNED 
DEAD OR ALIVE 
DEF LEPPARD 
DEPECHE MODE 
DIRE STRAITS 
DURAN DURAN 


ECHO & THE BUNNYMEN 
ERASURE 

EUROPE 

EURYTHMICS 


THE FALL 

BRYAN FERRY 

FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS 
SAMANTHA FOX 

FIVE STAR 


PETER GABRIEL 
GENESIS 
GLEN GOLDSMITH 


THE HOUSEMARTINS 
HEART 

WHITNEY HOUSTON 
THE HOOTERS 

HUE & CRY 

THE HUMAN LEAGUE 


BILLY IDOL 
IRON MAIDEN 


MICHAEL JACKSON 
JANET JACKSON 

JOHNNY HATES JAZZ 
JELLYBEAN 

THE JESUS & MARY CHAIN 
ELTON JOHN 

GRACE JONES 


PATSY KENSIT 
KISS 


LEVEL 42 

LIVING IN A BOX 
LLCOOL J 

LLOYD COLE & 
THE COMMOTIONS 


MADONNA 
MARILLION 


THE MISSION 


NEW ORDER 
GARY NUMAN 


ALEXANDER O'NEAL 
DONNY OSMOND 


PET SHOP BOYS 
PEPSI & SHIRLIE 
THE POGUES 

ELVIS PRESLEY 
PRINCE 

THE PROCLAIMERS 


QUEEN 
CLIFF RICHARD 


DMANOTV 


THE ROLLING STONES 
RUN DMC 


SADE 
SCARLET FANTASTIC 
THE SEX PISTOLS 
SHAKIN’ STEVENS 
SIMPLE MINDS 
SIMPLY RED 
SINITTA 
SISTERS OF MERCY 
37 THESMITHS 
38 SPANDAUBALLET 
38 BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
38 STATUS QUO 
39 STING 
39 STOCK AITKEN WATERMAN 
39 THE STYLE COUNCIL 
39 SWING OUT SISTER 


THEN JERICO 
T'PAU 
TERENCE TRENT D'ARBY 


u2 
UB40 


43 SUZANNE VEGA 
43 VOICE OF THE BEEHIVE 


WET WET WET 
WAS (NOT WAS) 
WESTWORLD 
WHITESNAKE 
46 WHAM! 

47 KIMWILDE 

47 BRUCE WILLIS 


PAUL YOUNG 
ZODIAC MINDWARP & 
THE LOVE REACTION 


A-HA 

RICK ASTLEY 

BEASTIE BOYS 

BON JOVI 

CURIOSITY KILLED THE CAT 
DEF LEPPARD 

FIVE STAR 

THE HOUSEMARTINS 
WHITNEY HOUSTON 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
MADONNA 

MEL & KIM 

GEORGE MICHAEL 

PET SHOP BOYS 

THE SMITHS/MORRISSEY 
THEN JERICO 


u2 
WET WET WET 


А A-HA; L-R: Mags, Pal, Morten 


* MORTEN HARKET: Born on 14/9/59 in Königsberg, Norway, he 
has an older brother, two younger brothers and a younger sister 
his father is a doctor, his mother a teacher. He was previously in 
bands called Mercy, Laelia Anceps (a type of orchid) and 
Souldier Blue though he has also worked in a mental hospital, 
бопе national service and studied theology (he is still religious) 
He also enjoys climbing trees and growing orchids, and is behind 
a large ecological project A-ha are getting involved in — “We're 
quite into solar energy." he says mysteriously. These days he lives 
mainly in London — "London still has a soul. We don't do English 
things like going to football matches though — actually that's what 
everybody does at home in Norway!" 


№ 


* Ifall the glaciers on earth were put together, they could cov 
layer of ice 30 metres thick; and if they ай melted, there'd’ 
water to make itr 


with 


© MAGS FURUHOLMEN: Born Magne Furuholmen on 1/11/62 in 
Oslo, Norway, he has a younger sister and two half-brothers, his 
mother is an “information secretary” and his father, a musician in 
the Bent Solve Orchestra, died in a plane crash when Mags was 
five. Probably the wildest member of the group, on the surface at 
least, in his teens he grew his hair, listened to rock artists like 
Jimi Hendrix and The Doors and became an avowed anarchist 
and last year one of the highlights of А-па live shows were his 
handstand antics on a skateboard. But he dislikes his reputation 
as the group's "Joker" and does have a quieter side — he very 
nearly left the band early on to go to art school and he stil enjoys 
drawing “grotesque abstract creations’ 


non-stop for 60 years. Just as well they don't, reallly. 


• А-НА: When childhood mates Mags Furuholmen and Pal 
Waaktaar were interviewed by their local Norwegian newspaper 
when they were 14 they proudly declared, to the mirth of their 
fellow classmates, that they “were going to go abroad and 
become internationally famous pop stars". The two self- 
financed LPs they made as Bridges flopped and their trip to 
England, blowing £2,000 savings, failed. Things looked up 
when they persuaded Morten Harket, the singer of a local soul/ 
blues band Souldier Blue, to join them (Pal had sung 
previously). After a winter spent writing they moved to 
England, lived in poverty (eating salt and pepper sandwiches, 
having just one light bulb etc.), finally got a record contract, 
released a single "Take On Me" twice, and split up the second 
time it flopped, They got back together pretty sharpish when 
their American record company made a £100,000 semi- 
animated video for it and it went to number one round the 
world, making them massive pop stars in the process. Though 
phenomenally successful, they worry a lot about their music 
being taken seriously — given the choice they would rather 
people stayed in and listened to their “serious” album 
“Scoundrel Days" than scream at their concerts. Last year they 
did the theme song to the James Bond film The Living 
Daylights, though they never saw it: “We haven't had time,” 
they explained. "They're all in the same mould, aren't they?" 


e PAL WAAKTAAR: Born 6/9/61 in Oslo, Norway, he has one 
older sister, his father is a medical research scientist and his 
mother works in hospital administration. As a child they'd take 
him each week to a concert, ballet or opera, so he still ikes 
classical music — especially the Norwegian composer Grieg. The 
first song he ever wrote, piped out on a flute, had a Norwegian 
title meaning "Singing My Song About The Wind". Soon he was 
so caught up in playing and competing with Mags that school 
went out the window — he attended so infrequently his teachers 
referred to him as “the guest". He's very shy — his first kiss was 
from Mags girlfriend Heidi when he was 18 — but now goes out 
with American neuro-science student Lauren. 
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aren't two alike}, poor chap. 


* An American called Wilson Bentley, born in 1865, devoted his whole life to the study of snow crystals. He spent 46 years photographing the ruddy things, yet. never found two alike (because there. 
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‘A THE ALARM, LR: Nigel Twist, Dave Sharp, Mike Peters, Eddie MacDonald 


© THE ALARM: Coming from the sleepy seaside town of Rhy! in 
North Wales, Mike Peters (vocals), Dave Sharp (guitar), Eddie 
MacDonald (bass) and Nigel Twist (drums) originally got 
together as a dodgy and, they admit, not very original group 
called Seventeen. However, inspired by U2, they disbanded 
Seventeen and formed The Alarm, a band committed to playing 
anthemic and “uplifting” rock music. It was a good move: since 
their first hit single in 1983, “68 Guns”, they ve popped up in the 
charts every now and then with their spiky haircuts and spirited 
rock tunes such as "Spirit Of '76", “Absolute Reality" and "Rain 
In The Summertime". 


* ABC: Formerly a stark avant 
garde band called Vice Versa, 
they shot to success in the 
early '805 with the lush 
romantic pop and overblown 
lyrics of their LP "Lexicon Of 
Love" and singles like "The 
Look Of Love" and "Poison 
Arrow". After that they sank 
into the doldrums, failing both 
as а guitar-based "rock" group 
and as a cartoon disco group 
(for which they were joined by a 
Short bald dwarf and a tall 
bewigged girl) until in 1987 
they sensibly returned to their 
original strengths. They are 
determined to be thought of as 
very stylish: “Really what we're 
trying to do is set a good 
example to people like Princess 
Di and the rest of the Royals, 
people who have unlimited 
amounts of money but still look 
a bit dicky.” they say. 


^ ABC, L-R: Mark White, Martin Fry 
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m А ALL ABOUT EVE. LA: Andy Cousin. Tim Bricheno, Julianne Regan 


* ALL ABOUT EVE: “We're not hippies,” says flame-haired Ай 
About Eve singer Julianne, "but | suppose if we were on 
The Pops next to Mel And Kim we would look lice hipgies 
they play what they describe as “folk-metal”, but Jukan te 
known for her "gothic" associations: she Is no Stranger in iang 
floaty dresses, she guest-sang on “Severina” and aer lese 
tracks, appeared on TV with The Mish and even Jagen ec qur 
on tour. Now though, All About 
success in their own right tha 
single “In The Clouds". 


"(eu may бирзәләци огош Ajqeqoud pue) шген 


+ Crown-of-thorns starfish аге not ecologically minded (probably because they haven't got minds) - they munch through so much live coral a day that the world's coral reets are being endangered. 


P 


A AMAZULU, LR: Sharon Balley, Annie Ruddock 


© AMAZULU: Once there were seven of them, but it wasn't until 


they dumped their reggae sound for a more poppy hummalong 
style and miraculously shed four members (for “financial” 
reasons, and not entirely without squabbles) that they started 


having hits with old songs like “Too Good To Be Forgotten” and 
“Montego Bay”. In 1987 founder member Lesley Beach (sax) left 


too; so now there are only two Zulus, South American Sharon 


Bailey (percussion) and Chinese/Jamaican Anne Marie Ruddock 
(vocals, and known as Annie). It hasn't harmed their career: their 
rendition of '60s ditty “Mony Mony” did very well at the end of '87, 
despite being in the charts at exactly the same time as Billy Idol's 


slightly more successful version. 


* Sponges spend their entire lives rooted uninterestingly to the seabed, blissfully unaware that one day they're going to be 
turfed into someone's dirty bathwater. Indeed, so boring are they that no-one can decide whether they're plants or animals! 


ASTLEY 


© RICK ASTLEY: Born 6/2/66, during his childhood he flew off 
his mate Jason Flint's Tomohawk bike, collected bottles for three 
months, left the Cubs because he refused to wear short trousers, 
wrote the legendary four-line song “Ruddy Big Pig" and made a 
flying teapot in his pottery classes: "I think | was really boring on 
the sly,” he insists. He also became the drummer in a school band 
called Give Way, joined another called FBI, became their singer 
and was discovered by Pete Waterman of Stock Aitken 
‘Waterman. They wrote a song called “Never Gonna Give You Up" 
for him "in about five minutes" in December 1986, but didn't think 
too much of it until it was dug out in autumn 1987 and released 
as his first single. It went to number one for five weeks, followed 
by “Whenever You Need Somebody”. As well as his terrific deep. 
soul voice Rick quickly became famous for his extreme shyness 
and his odd dance shuffle — "I haven't really got a dancing style,” 
he explains — though he even gave that up for his third single, 
“When | Fall In Love", a weepy ballad made famous by old singer 
Nat King Cole and which gave him a number two hit. 
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* Starfish have disgusting eating habits - they turn their stomachs inside-out, 
stick them outof their mouths (blee!) and poke them into clam shells, digesting 
theunfortunate occupants alive. 


© BEASTIE BOYS: Formed as a hardcore punk group in 
New York to play at MCAS UM “my 15th or 
16th") — the original group was MCA, Mike D and two 
others. Their second single was a spoof rap song called 
"Cookie Puss” and, seeing.how popular it was and 
realising how much they like rap really anyway, the, 
became a proper rap band (Ad-Rock joining, the other 
two leaving). The over-the-top rebelliousness of singles 
like “You Gotta Fight For Your Right To nr and 
"She's On It" and their album "Licensed To Ill" have sold 
millions of records round the world, but though they 
have invited controversy and have never missed the. 
opportunity to play a juvenile prank, p] were all very 
upset by the unsubstantiated claims in the British press 
last year of real horribleness. They admit to loving The 
Young Ones, which is probably a better guide to what 
they re actually like. They are currently making a spoof 
horror film called Scared Stupid and claim to have 
given up rap forever — "our next album will be a '60s 
Tevival album about love, peace, trees and flowers and 
a lot of songs about colours — colours are very groovy." 
This is quite obviously a fib. 


BEASTIE BOYS 


* AD-ROCK: Born Adam Horowitz on 31/10/66; Ad-Rock is his. * МСА: Born Adam Yauch оп 15/8/67 (MCA is an abbreviation * MIKE D: Born Michael Diamond on 20/11/65, his father is 
nus "tag" — i.e. the name he sprays on walls. His father Israel for the rap name Master 0f Ceremonies Adam), his father is an dead and his mother is a swank interior designer who wears posh 

lorowitz is a famous playwright and film scriptwriter. Before the architect, his mother a school administrator. He says his first fur coats. Like the other two Beastie Boys he's a useless fibber, 
Beastie. Boys, he was in a band called The Young And The crushes were “Minnie Mouse and Maria in West Side Story", Claiming that he keeps an armadillo as a pet and was born "in a 
Useless who released one single called “Real Men Don't Use reckons that he “would like to have a chin" and has a girlfriend shack”. He is most famous for his Volkswagen necklace which he 
Floss”. Не has also had, and still has, an acting career — he Called Aura. He is rumoured to be the most technical of the whipped while walking down New York's Hudson Street one night. 
appeared іп an early episode of The Equaliser — though he keeps group, has directed a video for American dance artist Tina B and "because | was in a bad mood”. "I've always said that I've got just 
quiet about it. He goes out with actress Molly Ringwald (of is still, according to his mum, a good sort. “Rock hasn't made three ambitions,” he pipes. “One, to have a brass band play our 
Pretty Іп Pink fame) though he says "I hate girlfriends. | guess itd Адат a different person,” she says. “М parents had a chance to songs, two, to have our records played in elevators and three. 19 
be alright to be in love but it makes me sick.” sit down and talk to Adam | think they would be very impressed.” be an airport announcer.” 
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* Octopuses are complete weeds compared to squid - they rarely grow beyond two metres long and are 
зо pathetically timid that the worst they can do is squirt abit of ink at you before fleeing down a hole. 


BANGLES 


THE 


* BANANARAMA: Keren 
Woodward, Sarah Dallen and 
Siobhan Fahey found 
themselves living in the same 
London squat and, inspired 
more by the anyone-can-do-it 
ethic of punk rock rather than 
any obvious musical skills 
formed Bananarama in 
September 1979. For years they 


were semi-famous for their А THE BANGLES, LA: Susanna Hoffs, Debbi Peterson, Vicki Peterson, Michael Steele 

slightly useless dancing, wonky © THE BANGLES: were formed in 1981 under the name The Bangs, but found success after 
unison vocals and general Prince became a fan and wrote them their first big hit, "Manic Monday”, which was followed 
gawky charm; then, in 1986, up with the wonky dance “concept” of “Walk Like An Egyptian”. Susanna Hoffs (singer/ 
they teamed up with producers guitarist) gets given birthday cakes by Prince and recently starred in a film directed by her 
Stock, Aitken and Waterman, mother Tamar called The Allnighter — never released in Britain but reputedly abysmal. Vicki 
started dressing more swankily, Peterson (guitarist/singer) is writing a “sleazy novel" with Susanna and makes tacky home 
Singing better, dancing properly movies with titles like Lovedoll Superstar, her sister Debbi Peterson (drummer/singer) is a 
and having huge worldwide hits "couch potato” (someone who watches American TV a lol) and acted in a TV ad for an 

with songs like “Venus”, "I American fruit juice called Slice, and Michael Steele (a girl bass player/singer) likes eating 


Heard A Rumour" and "Love In 
The First Degree". Both Keren 

and Siobhan are now mothers — 
Siobhan's husband is the \ 
Eurhythmic's Dave Stewart, or 
"Rolf" as the three of them 

delight in calling him. 


4 THE 'NARNS, L-A: Siobhan Fahey, 
Sarah Dallen, Keren Woodward 


Milky Ways in the shower 


f 
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© BEE GEES: are three 
brothers from Manchester — 
Barry, Maurice and Robin Gibb 
— whose career in pop has been 
along and chequered one. They 
notched up their first hit in 1967 
and were "teenybop" stars for 

à couple of years, then toppled 
into the dumper. In 1975 they 
re-emerged as a disco group. 
with the classic “Jive Talking", 
went on to write songs for the 
film Saturday Night Fever and 
by 1979 they were one of the. 
most successful groups in the 
world before disappearing all 
over again. However, they were 
back again ín 1987 with their. 
fifth number one, "You Win 
Again” (not including "Chain 
Reaction” which Barry wrote 
for Diana Ross). An odd trio, 
these days they like to witter 
on about the supernatural (even 
calling their last LP "ESP") and 
are very touchy indeed about 
the horrid disco gear they wore 
in the olden days. 


4 BEE GEES, L-R: Robin, Barry and 
Maurice Gibb 


were "mop tops”, LR: Ringo Starr, George Harrison, Paul 
Lennon and a rather peculiar stage "set 

œ THE BEATLES: Paul McCartney, John Lennon, George Harrison and Ringo Starr were the 
ap sensation of the '60s, scoring an astonishing 17 number ones between 1963 and 1969 

gna making music that was not only massively popular but also experimental and vastly 

Since they split in 1970, Paul has carried on being a pop star both with his band 

on his own. John made a few records before disappearing to be a "househusband 
wife Yoko Ono and was assassinated in late 1980 while on the verge of a musical 

Ж Ringo became a solo "artist" for a bit (but wasn't very good), then tried his hand 
but wasn't very good) before deciding to just be a professional celebrity instead. 
George made some meandering hippie LPs, launched a successful film company called 
Handmade Films and re-appeared in 1987 with a massive hit, “Got My Mind Set On You 

Wed. it seems, the remaining trio will never, ever re-form. 


v 


* Squid- which have ten tentacles compared to the octopus’s eight- are vicious creatures which hunt in ravenous mobs. Some big squid will attack anything - anchors, boat hooks, the hulls of ships - and have even been known to grab men off fishing boats. 


* BLACK: is one Liverpudlian 
bloke called Colin Vearncombe 


THE BLOW MONKEYS 


(born 26/5/62) who started out 
in a dreadful punk group called 
The Epileptic Tits and was an 
utter obscurity until the tinkling 
“Sweetest Smile" snuffed into 
the nation's chartways. Colin — 
noted for his “demure” swank- 
Suits — used to paint trailers, 
deliver Christmas hampers and 
pick strawberries for a living 
and now writes songs when 
he's out jogging, mainly 
thoughtful musings on "love" 
and his short-lived marriage. 
He admits to being a bit of 

a muso and wants to be 

а millionaire: “If | was 

а millionaire l'd...learn to drive, 
I think,” he once piped 
unextravagantly. He also thinks 
he's going to die soon, likes 
singing opera, claims to have 
Viking blood and laughs like 

а maniac! 


+4 Colin Vearncombe of BLACK 
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А Dr. Robert of the BLOW MONKEYS 


* THE BLOW MONKEYS: Named after the racist Australian slang 
for a didgeridoo-playing Aborigine, be-quiffed singer Dr Robert 
and his chums first achieved chart success with "Digging Your 
Scene”, a jangly lament about AIDS. A relatively quiet 1987 was 
most notable for the BBC banning of “Celebrate”, the anti- 
Thatcher ditty released to coincide with the General Election. An 
articulate and politically aware chap, Dr Robert has strong 
opinions on practically everything — from South Africa's 
President, P. W. Botha — “If! ever met him | would shoot him" 
— to milk: “It tastes like rancid phlegm.” How true. 


А THE MERCS, LR: David Titlow, Duncan Millar and some perv-breeks 


* BLUE MERCEDES: are David Titlow and Duncan Millar. In his younger days, David used to 
dress so bizarrely — wearing smocks, rag wigs, a white pueting-bow haircut, red lipstick, 
blue eyeshadow and so on — that “Boy George called me a poof once”. Before Blue Mercedes 
he was in a failed funk group called Duck You Sucker where he met Duncan, hired as a 
session keyboard player. Before this, Duncan had studied music in America, lived for a while 
in Paris and once dressed in a coat made of a clear plastic fertiliser sack with a mane of about 
50 fake tigers’ tails dangling from the collar! Before the band had a hit with their first single, "I 
Want To Be Your Property”, he financed the two of them by playing in a swanky Italian 
restaurant. He has “a real down on ordinary trousers” (that probably means he doesn't like 
them) and plays a specially made double bass keyboard. He reckons that not only is he “the 
more sensible one" but that he's "very talented, creative and good looking...” Dave's latest 
fashion tip, meanwhile, is shorts — all of his (he's got about ten pairs) say “Funk Ass" on 
them. And what's he like? “I'm really garrulous and | moan and winge a lot.” Oh. 
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* For only one squillion pounds, you can a) look a bit of a bimbo and b) have the privilege of being seasick їп a car - simply 
investin a custom-built Lamrooster "limousine", which is 50 feet long, has 10 wheels - and a swimming pool in the back? 


BON JOVI 


* ЈОН BON JOVI: was born 
Jon Bongiovi on 2/3/62 in New 
Jersey, the son of Jon Bongiovi 
Senior, a hairdresser, and 
Carol, a former Playboy “bunny 
girl” who runs a gift and flower 
shop. 

* He always dreamed of being 
a rock star but had to make do 
with useless jobs in a fast food 
"joint", a shoe shop — he was 
sacked for impersonating Bruce 
Springsteen who he says "was 
Jesus Christ for me" — and then 
‘sweeping up in a studio. 

* He formed Bon Jovi after 
having a local solo hit with the. 
song "Runaway" under his real. 
name. 

© He insists that he'd kill his 
mother for rock n roll 

"Td kill my mother for 
rock'n'roll. I'd kill to put on a 
good show because it means 
More to me than anything in 
the world, friends, family, 
everything,” 

• What a sensitive chap! 


‘A BON JOVI, L-R: David Bryan, Richie Sambora, Alec John Such, Jon Bon Jovi, Tico Torres 


BON JOVI: are Jon Bon Jovi (vocals and guitar), Richie Sambora ("lead" guitar), David 
Bryan (keyboards), Tico Torres (drums) and Alec John Such (bass). Their first LP “Slippery 
When Wet”, has now sold over 12 million copies and when it was released was the fastest 
selling record of all time; their second LP was called "7800 Farenheit” (which is, apparently, 
the temperature at which rock melts). It's a tough old life being in Bon Jovi: “We spend about 
half our time travelling and the other half looking for good-looking women,” pipes David 
Bryan, "There's been some big sacrifices,” adds Alec. "My wife left me because of the band 
and everything. ..but I'd have left her anyway.” What sensitive chaps! 
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© The world’s cars pump a quarter 
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* DAVID BOWIE: The twig-like 
singer was born plain David 
Jones in Brixton, London on 
8/1/47. In the late '60s he had 
his first hit, "Space Oddity 
and soon adopted his "alter 
ego" Ziggy Stardust, a time- 
traveller from outer space. He 
dyed his hair red (very daring 
in those days), wore make-up, 
and ponced about in a leotard 
and a selection of hideous 
frocks. In fact he has changed 
his image numerous times (it 
is now quite refined) and has 
claimed he is “a chameleon”. 
In the '70s he made squillions 
of influential albums with other 
famous or avant-garde pop- 
toffs such as Iggy Pop and 
Brian Eno, and he has tried to 
bea film star many times. He 
made a tear-jerking appearance 
at Live Aid and more recently 
he has temporarily left his 
Swanky Swiss abode to make 
the "Never Let Me Down" 
album and appear live once 
more on the so-called "Glass 
Spider" world tour. 


• BILLY BRAGG: born 
12/12/58, he christened himself 
"the big-nosed boy from 
Barking” before anyone else 
had a chance to. He worked in. 
record shops, had a brief stint 
in the army and made a couple 
of records in a ropey group 
called Riff Raff before 
becoming famous for his. 
individual, ramshackle songs, 
usually played alone on an 
electric guitar. Notoriously 
funny and charming, he is best 
known for passionately 
espousing socialist principles 
— he regularly plays benefit 
concerts and has played both in 
Nicaragua and behind the Iron 
Curtain — though he's always 
at pains to point out that he also 
writes lots of love songs. Or at 
least tries to: “I'm not much 
good at relationships — it's 
more a case of thinking about 
them all the time rather than 
doing ‘em. The experiences | 
Sing about in my songs have 
usually been nicked from other 
people." 
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* Натай traffic warden placed all the vehicles in the world end to end, they'd stretch round the world 34 times - and quite 
a few would get rather wet. The traffic warden, meanwhile, would probably go to “hospital” for a very long time. 


BOY GEORGE 


A BOY GEORGE as he is now 


А BROS, LR: Craig Logan, Matt Goss, Luke Goss 


• BROS: are two 19-year-old identical Cockney twins called Matt 
and Luke Goss and their Scottish chum Craig Logan. They ve 
been a pop group since they were 12 and had two flighty hits 
with "I Owe You Nothing" and "When Will | Be Famous" (rather 
soon, they hope). Nonetheless they reckon they're "as good as 
the Pet Shop Boys! We're younger, too...” and Luke would like to 
опе day be as mad as his hero Michael Jackson. "| wouldn't have 
the plastic surgery, though, my shaving line would go up and I'd 
end up shaving my forehead.” What а very horrible idea. 
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A BOY GEORGE with Culture Club in the olden days. L 
Нау and George 


BROTHER 
BEYOND 


A THE YONDS. clockwise from top left: David White, C 
so-called “White 
* BROTHER BEYOND: are four blokes called Nathan Moore, Carl 
Fish and brothers David and “Eg” White (haw not-very-haw), all 
of whom are a bit “arty” and have been trying to be famous for 
centuries. Nathan has “always done quite well with the girls’ 
despite once having a mohican haircut and Jesus sandals. Carl is 
allergic to cats, flowers “and bigots”, and describes himself as 
“the moodiest and shyest member of the group". David once 
wanted to be a professional viola player, and says he's the 
“ugliest” "Yond, whilst Eg has a “funny” nose because he fell off a 
climbing frame when he was eight, the goon. All four are very 
n in Italy, where for some reason they are called "Brother 
lehin 


Fish, Nathan Moore, "Eg 


* BOY GEORGE: Born George Alan O'Dowd on 14 
Bexleyheath, South London, at school George was 
for his eccentric style of dress — “my nickname wa: 
or ‘queer’” — and was eventually expelled. George didn't 
mind — he hated school and his only real achievements 
were at long-distance running and winning the Cubs 
skipping prize! Instead he shot through a number of job 
(as a fruit-packer at Tesco, a printer, a model, working on à 
market stall) and was seen round London in increasingly 
bizarre outfits (perhaps the most famous of which was his 
nuns outfit). He had a couple of ill-fated attempts at pop. 
stardom, first with Spear of Destiny's Kirk Brandon as In. 
Praise 0f Lemmings then, briefly, as a character called 
Lieutenant Lush in the group Bow Wow Wow. He then 
formed Culture Club with Jon Moss (a drummer and 
George's lover at the time), Mikey Craig (the bass player 
and Roy Hay (the keyboard player). He quickly became very 
very famous — as much for his “gender-bending” dressing 
and girlie dreadlocks as for his tremendous soul voice and 
Culture Club's sparkling pop music. But by 1984, as the 
group started squabbling and their records went a bit ropey, 
the hits disappeared; then, in 1986, Boy George was 
revealed as a heroin addict. Since then he has recovered 
and started a solo career — dramatically launched with а 
number one, "Everything | Own" — and now totally 
dismisses the possibility of Culture Club reforming. Roy 
Hay (who occasionally still works with George) has a soul 
band called This Way Up, Jon Moss has a pop group called 
Heartbeat UK and Mikey Craig is working in America on 
new material. "If | was reincarnated I'd like to come back 
like | was two years ago,” says George a little sadly. “That's 
what | want more than anything,” 
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* KATE BUSH: born 30/7/58, Kate is a shy and slightly hippie 


doctor's daughter who, at the age of 18, bewitc 
her first single, “Wuthering Heights”. She proceeded to beca 
ever more famous for her eccentric dance "steps", her high 
wailing voice and a tendency to say "wow" and "amazing wee 
alarming frequency. She furiously shuns the Итии, 
to spend time with her musician boyfriend Del Paler sr 1 
painstakingly craft her next record, appearing oniy fera ee 
Weeks every few years “to send it Off safe into te warnt Бик we 
do a baby or a ship." In between, as always. ods mamau 
circulate — last time she reappeared she жаие а eat = 
was living in France and was eighteen stone — i 
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* American scientists have "predicted" that they will one 
day be able to breed cows as big as elephants! However, they 
have not predicted who's going to milk them. 
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- claims. 
А CAMEO, LA: Tomi Jenkins, Larry Blackmon, Nathan Leftenant 


е CAMEO: A bright red cod-piece (made by French swank-designer Jean-Paul Gaultier), a 
Grace Jones flat-top hairdo and some splendid songs have served to distinguish singer Larry 
Blackmon and his two Cameo associates from the morass of other American funk groups. 
Formed in 1976 they were originally a 13-piece, until Larry, always in command, slimmed the 
group down to a trio. Once they had donned some trendy threads and paid a visit to a 
hairdresser their success in Britain was complete. Their finest moment on vinyl, the splendid 
"Single Life", was released in 1984 but since then they ve produced many other splendiferous 
dance-floor hits like "Word Up" and “Back And Forth". 


Em] for 


THE COMMUNARDS 


THE CHRISTIANS 


‘A THE CHRISTIANS, L-R: Russell Christian, Henry Priestman, Gary Christian 


© THE CHRISTIANS: The Christian brothers — Gary, Roger and Russell — grew up amidst а 
giant family in Liverpool, listening to lots of old soul groups such as The Temptations. They 
performed for years as an “acapella” group (i.e. using their voices only and no instruments) 
until in 1985 they were joined by Henry Priestman, a veteran of countless unknown Scouse 
bands (and one fairly well known one, It's Immaterial). In 1987 their first single, “Fi 


otten 


Town", became a hit; it was followed by three more, "Hooverville", "Ideal World" and "When 
the Finger Points", at which point Roger left the group because he didn't get on with his. 
brothers very well. Spook fact 1: Henry Priestman's middle name is "Christian" (or so he 

). Spook fact 2: Gary used to work in an abattoir (he's now a veggie)! 


* JIMMY SOMERVILLE: Born 22/6/61 in Glasgow, Jimmy's Le le 
pitched voice first floated into the charts in 1984 when Bronski 
Beat's first single, "Smalltown Boy”, got to number three. After 
the acrimonious split of Bronski Beat in 1985 Jimmy teamed up 
with Richard Coles to form The Communards, who weren't too 
successful at first. They finally cracked it with a cover version of 
old soul favourite "Don't Leave Me This Way", which became the 
biggest selling single of 1986. Once unkindly dubbed "Mr Potato 
Head" by Boy George, Jimmy is a camp and amusing type who 
bears an uncanny resemblance to the cartoon character Tintin. 


© RICHARD COLES: Born 23/6/62 in Northampton, Richard is a 
classically trained pianist who, in his youth, was far keener on 
Beethoven than pop music. Along with Jimmy, he's a committed 
socialist (The Communards are highly active participants in the 
Labour Party's Red Wedge movement) and a champion of gay 
rights. Like Jimmy, he had his first crush on Star Trek's Captain 
James T. Kirk (“he was just so handsome and masterful...". 
Unlike Jimmy, he reads a lot and is sensible with money. He's not 
a total goody-goody, though — he was once sick all over his Great 
Aunt Phyllis at his cousin's wedding! 
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* Thegreediestanimal on earth, the Polyphemus moth larva, eats 86,000 times its own birth weight in the first two days of its life. This is equivalent to an average newborn human babe consuming 33 elephants! 


THE 


as much as seven elephants! 


THE CULT 


© THE CULT: Once gloomic 
Gothic swirlsters Southern 
Death Cult (who were snipped 
to Death Cult for a while), these 
Northern “lads” used to wear 
crucifixes and lip-gloss and 
make twirly guitar tunes, Then 
they discovered ancient rock 
"muthas" Led Zeppelin, 
became very hairy, slipped on 
some crumbly cowboy boots 
and stonked out "mean" rock 
honkers like "Lil' Devil" and 
"Love Removal Machine". 
They're a bit sulky and say 
"roots" quite a lot. "We're 
called hippies because we're 
into life, right?” quipped main 
singer-person lan Mony 
once, and who can quibble with 
that 


4 THE CULT, L-A: Les Warner, Kid Chaos. 
Jan Astbury, Billy Duffy, Jamie Stewart 


CUTTING 


A THE CURE's Robert Smith 


* THE CURE: After a childhood enlivened by lobbing a brick 
through a car windscreen and wearing a dress to school, Robert 
Smith played with a group called The Crawley Goat Band, a 
group called "the group" (“We didn't need a name") and a "sub- 
metal punk group" called Malice; the latter mutated into the Easy 
Cure, soon after shortened to The Cure. Their first album, 19795 
“Three Imaginary Boys”, established them as an eccentric 
scratchy pop group before they went seriously дооту for several 
years and were frequently known as the most depressing group in 
the world. In 1983 they cheered up (a bit), started having regular 
hits and have been one of the pop universe's most excitingly 
unorthodox groups ever since. Their line-up has changed 
frequently over the years but now seems fairly permanent — as 
well as Robert (who plans to marry Mary, his girlfriend since he 
was 14, this May) there's Simon Gallup (bass player — likes fish 
in batter, "shifting shapes" and stormy weather), Porl Thompson 
(guitarist — likes chess, Alice In Wonderland and happy trees), 
Boris Williams (drummer — likes killer whales, riding his 
motorbike and Devon fields), Lol Tolhurst (keyboards — likes 
Swallows, the smell of jasmine and right-angled triangles) and 
Roger O'Donnell (keyboards — likes hummingbirds, American 
football and saying "let's do sushi babe"). Hmmm. 
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A CUTTING CREW, L-A: Martin Beadle, Colin Farley, Kevin Scott McMichael and in front, Nick Van Eede 


* CUTTING CREW: In between the late '86 success of their utterly blub-making first single "I 
Just Died In Your Arms Tonight" and the late '87 re-release of “I've Been In Love Before", 
things went rather silent in Britain for the Crew, although their smooth, slick rock remained 
incredibly popular in America. Interestingly, they've all had close brushes with death: singer 
Nick Van Eede once nearly drowned in a vat of cow dung, drummer Martin “Frosty” Beadle 
was viciously mugged in Portugal, and bassist Colin Farley was nearly gunned down by the 
‘SAS when they mistook him for a wanted murderer. Canadian guitarist Kevin Scott 
McMichael, meanwhile, seems to do nothing but crash cars over the side of mountains and 
escape from burning buildings. 


CURIOSITY 


* Aworm's mouth is in the middle of its stomach! 


ow a head and tail and turn into a complete new worm within two weeks! 


© CURIOSITY KILLED THE CAT: Nick and Migi invited first Julian, 
then Ben (who was going out with Міді sister at the time) to join 
their band The Twilight Children. One day, playing a computer 
game called Lord О? The Rings and trying to enter a cave, the 
message "curiosity killed the cat" flashed up on the screen. This 
first became the name of one of their songs and later the band's 
name, too. For a couple of years they struggled for success — 
frequently dismissed as four blokes who were too good-looking to 
be any cop at music - but in early 1987 "Down To Earth careered 
up the charts. Some doubt their ability to follow-up their first 
album “Keep your Distance”, as the songs were co-written by 
fifth member Toby Anderson ("I changed their childish 1984 pop 
sound into more sophisticated soul,” he says), who was later 
sacked (because, he reckons, he wasn't handsome enough). The 
Curios remain confident: “We're about to prove the sceptics 
wrong,” says Migi. “Wait for the next album and judge for 
yourself. 


* Maflatwormis chopped up into as many as six piec: 


KILLED THE CAT 


© MIGI DRUMMOND: Born Miguel John Drummond on 27/1/64 
in Strawberry Hill, Middlesex, he has an elder brother and two 
younger sistérs. As a tot he wanted to be an astronaut and once 
drank half a gallon of paraffin with a mate thinking it was Ribena 
—the clot! At school he was called Spiderman because of his 
skinny legs and his tight black drainpipe trousers. In his teenage 
years he was a mohicanned punk rocker which not only helped 
him sell Rubik's Cubes to tourists but got him a part in the film 
An American Werewolf n London and in adverts like a British 
Airways one with the then-unfamous Boy George. And his 
character? "A very emotional person,” reckons Nick. “Reasonably 


moody,” says Ju. “Gets angry very quickly,” agrees Ben. 


* JULIAN BROOKHOUSE: Born Julian Godfrey Brookhouse on 
13/5/63 in Putney, London, he has two brothers and two sisters — 
all older than him. He used to row for two years at school, ran а 
local mobile disco when he was 15 with a friend and was in 
numerous bands including The Gotham City Blues Band, Aural 
Sects, Ermine Dome, A Cast Of Thousands and The Plague 
before Nick, whom he knew vaguely from college, phoned him up 
опе day. Has also had jobs labouring, selling fruit and veg on a 
market stall, working in a music shop and helping out in a 
recording studio. The quietest of the band, he claims that he'd be 
happy if he just had lots of money so he could sit in a recording 
studio all day making music. 
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* NICK THORP: Born Nick Bernard Thorp on 25/10/64 near 
Wimbledon Common, he's an only child. At school he was called 
Bugsy, was "very very good" at sports (his favourite was rugby). 
and had his ears pierced (two in one ear, one in the other) when 
he was 14. At first he played in schoolboy bands with names like 
The Anarchist Angels, (“one of our songs was called ‘Grade 
Three CSE'!"), Stoned Age and Miles Over Matter before forming 
The Twilight Children with Migi. He also had jobs doing bits and 
pieces in Ibiza, picking up litter in Thorpe Park and printing T- 
shirts with Migi. And what's he like? “Lighthearted but not in a 
bad way," says Ben. “He likes to go headfirst into everything,” 
says Migi. "He does stay out a bit and likes a drink,” says Ju. 


© BEN VOLPELIERE-PIERROT: Born 19/5/64 in his mother's bed 
in Earl's Court, London, he's the son of a famous French fashion 
photographer and a model, and has one older brother. The day he 


was born George Harrison came round and sang him a lullaby; 
as a toddler he was (and still is) mates with Eric Clapton and he 
beat Mick Jagger at Pontoon when he was six. At school he was 
known as Trog and used to fancy the daughter of Michael 
Crawford (of Phantom Of The Opera fame). He's had jobs in a 
food shop, modelling (he's on the cover of Mike Read's Pop Quiz 
game), checking pages for an architect's handbook and appearing 
in ba video. "He's totally impossible to organise in any way,” 
says Ju. 
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* Despite having miniscule brains, worms can learn their way round simple mazes! Amazingly, if an untrained 
worm eats a trained one, itlearns how to do the maze. Not an advisable way of passing exams haw haw. 


THE DAMNED 
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A Pete Burns of DEAD OR ALIVE 


* DEAD OR ALIVE: Although the group once harboured The Mission's Wayne Hussey in its 
ranks, the focal point of Dead Or Alive has always been the colourful and charismatic “gender 
bender” Pete Burns. He struggled for years to be a pop star before finally making it wit 


А THE DAMNED, L-R: Roman Jugg, Dave Vanian, Rat Scabies, Bryn Merrick 


‘© THE DAMNED: consist nowadays of singer Dave Vanian, Rat Scabies (drums), Roman “That's The Way | Like It" and following it up with the brilliant hi-energy stomper “You Spin Me 
Jugg (guitar) and Bryn Merrick (bass). But back in the days when they were punk rockers — Round”, the first hit record for the Stock/Aitken/Waterman production team. Pete's peculiar 
and released the first ever punk single, "New Rose" — they included Captain Sensible in their dress sense possibly stems from his "liberal" upbringing — his mum insisted on educating 
ranks, a wonky geezer who used to prance round in a tutu (yum!). Over the years they ve split іт at home and taught him how to make necklaces out of macaroni. Although he hasn't 

up, re-formed, changed the line-up many a time and attracted a loyal following of punks, been too successful in Britain in 1987, Dead Or Alive are massively popular in Japan where 
goths, rockers and even the odd humble pop fan thanks to such trashy treasures as “Eloise’ Pete is as big a star as Michael Jackson! 


m P m 


Formed in a bedroom in 
'muthas" Ver Lepps 
trundled round the local clubs (including 
the odd field, etc.) until their third LP 
"Pyromania" sold seven million copies and 
spiralled them into the mists of extremely 
wealthy superstardom. Then, on New Year's 
Eve 1984, their drummer Rick Allen 
behaved very foolishly in his sports car, 
crashed, and had his left arm completely 
torn off. This and numerous “producer 
problems" sent them hurtling back into. 
obscurity for almost three years... until 
1987, when Rick had invented his very own 
electronic spook-drums and their fourth 
very successful LP "Hysteria" was finally. 
made. Ver Lepps are tax-exiles ("I think it's 
the working-class mentality — l'm earning 
some money and you're not having any of 
it,” lead singer Joe Elliot once explained), 
they all live in one giant house in 
Amsterdam ("It's like The Young Ones 
without the vomit"), they enjoy a round of 
golf and send roses to their grannies. "We 
like to think of ourselves as completely 
normal human beings,” pipes Joe in his 
“normal” Sheffield twang. 


4 Joe Eliot, the Lepps' lead singer 


* Vermicelli, which is what the Italians call very thin spaghetti, actually means “little worms". Yum! 


STRAITS 


* DEPECHE MODE: Spun into 
the spotlight in 1981, at the. 
tender average age of only 18, 
Basildon quartet Vince Clarke, 
Martin Gore, Andy Fletcher 
(three synth buffs) and Dave 
Gahan (vocals) were at the 
forefront of the tea-towels-ahoy 
New Romantic" movement 
with electro-pop ditties like 
New Life" and “Just Can't Get 
Enough". When Vince Clarke, 
till then the backbone of the 
band, upped and left to form 
Yazoo, and later on Erasure, 
many thought the end was nigh 
for ver 'Modes. Not so: Alan 
Wilder (who's not very "wild' 
at all, actually) was recruited 
and they went from strength to 
strength, no doubt aided by 
Martin's natty line in leather 
perv-skirts — "I find male 
dress in general very boring 
he "explains 


* DIRE STRAITS: Mark 
Knopfler, the “axe whizz” at the 
heart of Dire Straits’ incredibly 
popular soaraway rock sound, 
was born in Glasgow and once 
worked as a school teacher. In 
4976 he teamed up with John 
Hilsley, а bank manager's son, 
and they started “jamming” ina 
council flat. Despite bein 
utterly poverty-stricken thence 
the name — they were in “dire 
straits”), they found £120 to 
record a moody number called 
“Sultans Of Swing”, their first 
hit. Excellent musicians and 
therefore deeply unfashionable, 
Dire Straits went on to earn 
zillions of platinum LPs and 
rock awards. (And, of course, 
worldwide renown for Mark 
Knopfler's very horrible 
headbands...) 


44 DIRE STRAITS’ guitar “hero” Mark 
Knopfler imbibing the sun 


4 DURAN, LA: Nick, John and Saty a5 they are now A John, Say, Nick 1986 
© DURAN DURAN: were, originally, Simon le Bon (vocals), John Taylor (bass), Nick Rhodes 
(keyboards), Andy Taylor (guitar) and Roger Taylor (drums); they re all totally unrelated, by the 
way. They formed in Birmingham in 1978 and are named after a science fiction character. Their 
first single, "Planet Earth", coincided with the dawn of the New Romantic movement, but frilly 
shirts soon gave way to smart suits as they jet-setted across the globe, spending vast sums of 
money on Sri-Lankan videos and beautiful models. With their good looks and tunesomely 
synthesised songs such as "Rio" and "Save A Prayer”, during the first half of the '80s they were 
undeniably the world's most popular group. But then it all went wonky: in 1985 John and Andy 


fora year, nearly drowning in the process and earning the nickname “Salt 


another album, eagerly awaited by their still intensely loyal fans. 


А LR: Nick, Andy, John, Sí and Rog in 1984, just before the "big bang’ 


sloped off to form the “rocky” Power Station, while Nick and Simon retaliated with Arcadia. 
Neither was particularly successful, and Roger retired to the country amidst rumours of a 
nervous breakdown. Simon then annoyed everybody by spooking off round the world on a boat 


у”. Upon his return 


the lads commenced recording their “Notorious” LP but Andy — who'd gone off to do his own 
thing (man) — conveniently “forgot” to turn up and was prompty sacked. The 'Rans are now 
down to three members, and after completing their world tour in August '87, started work on yet 
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А THE BUNS getting ай swirly, LR: Pete De Freitas , lan McCulloch, Les Pattinson, Will Sergeant 


* ECHO AND THE BUNNYMEN: are lan "Mac" McCulloch (vocals), Will Sergeant (guitar), 
Les Pattinson (bass) and Pete de Freitas (drums) who've evolved from a slightly weird late 
"705 "cult" sensation to a mainstream rock group with consistent chart success. Before re- 
EDAM) 1987 they аре {ога couple of years, їп which lan and his wife Lorraine 
had a baby daughter called Candy, Les concentrated on his salty seadog hobby (i.e. 
boatbuilding), Will roared round Liverpool on a massive motorbike and Pete went a bit mad 


— he was “rumoured” to have started his own religious cult in America. They don't deny 
being an arrogant and opinionated bunch: they billed their “Ocean Rain” LP as “the greatest 
album ever made" and Mac once described the work of U2 as "music for fat plumbers...” 


‘A EUROPE, L-A: John Leven, lan Haughland, Joey Tempest, Kee Marcel, 
Mic Michael 
© EUROPE: are a bunch of hairy Swedes (the country, not the 
vegetable) who shot from nowhere to number one in 1987 with 
their singalong stadium rock anthem “The Final Countdown”. 
They are the biggest group to have come out of Sweden since 
‘Abba but that did not stop the Swedish government fining vocalist 
Joey Tempest £10,000 for refusing to put in his obligatory year of 
service in the Swedish army. Small change for Joey, though — 
he's now a millionaire living in tax exile in the Bahamas. 
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ERASURE 


‘A ERASURE, LA: Vince Clarke, Andy Bell 


© ERASURE: were formed after Vince Clarke (formerly the 
backbone of Depeche Mode and Yazoo — the latter with Alison 
Moyet) gave up the idea of making records with different singers 
under the name The Assembly: “It was impossible to find singers 
who were interested.” Though success was slow in coming and 
singer Andy Bell — chosen out of 40 singers auditioned — was 
frequently criticised, much to his annoyance, for sounding very 
like Alison Moyet, in December 1986 their fourth single 
“Sometimes” went to number one and they haven't looked back. 
Vince, the quieter of the two, crunches sweets at an annoying 
volume and likes grilled bacon; Andy fancies Vince (“it's true!") 
and sports an eccentric line in rubberwear onstage. 


а (Ө) 


EURYTHMICS 


А, EURYTHMICS, LR: Annie Lennox, Dave Stewart 


© EURYTHMICS: Annie Lennox started out as a classical music student, “a tortured soul 
who nobody really understood, wandering around with an empty music case and pigtails” 
Dave Stewart used to give guitar lessons but, being a bit weird, gave chords funny names 
like Squidge 1 and Widgery Winks 3. They met in a health food restaurant, became lovers, 
and formed The Tourists, who had a hit with “I Only Want To Be With You". Although their 
relationship broke up, they formed the Eurythmics in 1980, had squillions of slightly 
disturbing synth-rock hits, took to hobnobbing with the likes of Bob Dylan, and are still. 
"incredibly close", even though Dave married Keren from Bananarama in 1987. 
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THE FALL 


All European dogs (even wolfhounds, who are big frauds with only a micro-millidot of wolf's blood) are descended from the ancient Golden Jackal, amangy cur who used to wander the primaeval swamps annoying cavemen (or somethin: 


о 


A THE FALL'S Brix and Mark Smith on a spook-baleony 


© THE FALL: Traditionally The Fall are the “surly Northern band 
led by the scruffy Mark E. Smith whose rollicking ramshackle 
tunes and sarcastic lyrics are ever-popular but never hits and who 
always have their Smash Hits sticker read out by their biggest fan, 
Radio 1 DJ John Peel”. Last year though, they shocked the world 
by actually making the charts with "There's A Ghost In My 
House". Also, perhaps under the influence of his American wife 
Brix Smith (who is The Fall's guitarist and leads her own rather 
tine band The Adult Net in her spare time), Mark E. Smith's 
legendary disaster of a haircut and catastrophic clothes sense 
have become more and more normal by the week. His explanation 
is simply that "I reckon The Fall are beyond fashion," though he 
adds that "the way | was brought up you put a clean shirt on and 
had a wash before you went out for a drink — and | find that if 

you have short hair old women at bus stops will talk to you 


CANNIBALS 


FINE YOUNG 


A FYC, LA: David Steele, Roland Gift, Andy Cox 


* FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS: After a huge barney between members of mod band The Beat 
caused them to split, bass player David Steele and guitarist Andy Cox spent nine months 
touring countless pubs and record companies looking for a suitable singer for thelr new 
"venture". The haunting tonsils of Roland Gift eventually materialised (blee!) and "Johnny 
Come Home” was the resulting surprise success. Since "Suspicious Minds" they ve been a bit 
silent, but spent the latter part of 1987 working on their second LP Meanwhiie Roland trolled 
off to “act” in the somewhat controversial film Sammie And Rosie Get Laid; he's also signed 


up with a model agency “for a bit of a lark 


* Doctor Johannes A. Kylstra, a Dutch "researcher", once tried to teach dogs to breathe underwater. They couldn't. 


BRYAN FERRY 


• BRYAN FERRY: Born in 1945 
into a working-class Durham 
family, Bryan studied art at 
Newcastle University and then, 
donning some reasonably 
hideous garb, formed the glam- 
rock group Roxy Music with 
keyboards boffin Brian Eno. 
During these days Bryan claims 
he was “as mad as a hatter”. 
Stylish, avant-garde and 
accomplished — right down to 
the album sleeves which were 
Bryan's own concept — Roxy 
Music made polished tunes that 
have been mercilessly 
plagiarised by groups ever 
since. In 1982 Roxy Music 
finally split and Bryan has since 
pursued a solo career, which he 
did initially by crooning 
schmaltzy cover-versions, 
whilst impeccably dressed in 
designer suits. In 1987 he was 
back in the charts again with 
the subtle and melodic single 
‘The Right Stuff" from his 
album “Béte Noir", made with 
ex-Smith's guitarist Johnny 
Marr. Bryan is married to a 
member of the so-called 
aristocracy” and has two sons. 
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© SAMANTHA FOX: Chirpy Cockney Sam modelled topless for the Sun “news"paper when 
she was only 16 and her family's only complaint was that they didn't like her hair. In a blaze of 
publicity she abandoned this lucrative profession to concentrate on her singing — although 
she is still the star of many a saucy calendar and very much in demand to open fêtes and 
supermarkets. "Touch Me (I Want Your Body)” was the first and most spectacular of her many 
disco hits, which she performed in scanty scraps of leather and denim. Recently — alas! — 
she has changed her image to appear less raunchy, and chart success seems less regular 
than it once was, though she is kept busy having massive hits in Europe and swanking about 
with wealthy boyfriends. Charmingly down-to-earth, Samantha refutes the existence of God 
because no-one took a photo of him, did they?" 
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* Huskies, ferocious arctic doggies famous for hauling doomed explorers through the frozen “wastes”, are the purest wolf-dogs in the 


world; they can smell food several miles away but, even when starving, will not touch wolf-flesh (quite sensible, actually). 


* DORIS: Born Doris May Pearson on 8/6/66: "I'm a Gemini — 
brilliant, modest, talented, witty, charming,” Along with Delroy 
she used to be the "joker" of the family. At school she liked Gary 
Glitter and the Bay City Rollers (both names were scrawled on 
her school bag), but now she is a mad fan of Michael Jackson 
"That's the kind of person I'd like to marry." She's very keen on 
cats and says that most people reckon she looks like one. In the 
future, as well as continuing with her singing, shed like to be an 
actress, "At night," she reveals spookily, "sometimes we come 
out and walk round the front garden with our pyjamas on. That 
makes us sound a bit weird, doesn't it? 


* DELROY: Born Delroy Pearson on 11/4/70, he was nicknamed 
Bulldog when he was little “because he was so chubby”. At first 
he was the least keen of the family to join the band — for one 
thing it meant giving up a chance to play football for the West 
Ham Juniors (^ was just interested in playing football and riding 
my bike"), for another he was a bit iffy about all the dancing that 
would be involved: “I was afraid my friends would find it a bit 
girlish.” These days though he rather enjoys it all, pausing only to 
indulge in his hobby of carp fishing and to drive his extremely 
swank Mercedes car. "No," he says, "I don't miss public 
transport.” Swizz! 
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FIVE STAR 


© DENIECE: Born Deniece Lisa Maria Pearson on 13/6/68. She 
was inspired to play music when she heard the German 
Eurovision Song Contest-winning song, Nicole's "A Song For 
Peace", on TV. She took up the recorder — “I was very good at i 
— and also started writing songs on the guitar — the first was 
called "Searching" — which she keeps typed in a book: “They're 
all quite soppy and the spelling's bad.” Like the rest of Five Star 
she believes that their family is more important than anything else 
in the world. At the moment, she says without concern, she has no 
friends: “I don't really believe in friends because friends betray you 
Үт very careful with who | pick, so 1 haven't got any friends yet. 
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* STEDMAN: Born Stedman Pearson on 29/6/64, he was 
nicknamed Skinny Marble Head by the others when he was. 
younger. Even these days he admits that, as the oldest, he's “very 
protective over the others” and used to pretend to their parents, 

uster and Dolores, that hed done naughty things that one of the 
others had done to protect them (“I was so stupid then,” he 
chuckles). He studied four months of fashion design at college 
and is responsible for many of the group's outfits — in the future 
he'd like to work in the fashion trade, be a photographer, direct a 
film, open a dance school and, when the time is right, get 
married. 


* LORRAINE: Born Lorraine Samantha Jean Pearson on 
10/8/67, she was nicknamed Scabberjab and proudly announces 
that “I was the black sheep when | was younger". Both she ana 
Doris did business studies at college for a while, though Lorraee 
left and worked for six weeks in a factory making TV Circuit 
boards. She likes their new house a great deal 
Cooke music and sit round eating chocolate ei 
a bowl of Ready Brek before beddie-byes and ke 
on Five Star's successes. In the future si 
(she's already managed two) and reckons sheti ser 
comedy actress. 


more of its own feathers than it does actual food [apparently to stop fishbones hurting its tum]. 
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А GENESIS. LR. Tony Banks, Mike Rutherlord, Phi Collins 


* GENESIS: Formed in 1968 at posh public school Charterhouse, 
they were discovered by Jonathan King and soon became one 

of the most toweringly successful "progressive rock” groups ever 
(and quietly gained an ex-child actor drummer called Phil Collins 
‘on the way). Most people consider that the band was over when 
Peter Gabriel left in 1975, but Phil Collins became singer and 
though their dedicated fans have criticised them over the years for 
doing simpler, more accessible music, they now enjoy staggering 
success. All three remaining members have solo careers — Tony 
Banks tinkers with film music, Mike Rutherford has a pop group 
called Mike & The Mechanics and Phil Collins has a fantastically 
successful solo career, plays a great train robber in the 
forthcoming film Buster and is also, strangely, something of a 
heartthrob. "It's a bit embarrassing,” he says modestly. “I find ita 
bit hard to understand. 


PETER GABRIEL 


* PETER GABRIEL: An eccentric all his 
life, Peter Gabriel's musical career 
began with a song he wrote called 
"Sammy The Slug" and continued with. 
a group of school chums who called 
themselves Genesis — Gabriel wore 
bizarre costumes (almost single- 
handedly inventing "rock theatre" — 
eek!) and sang odd mystical lyrics, 
including one about a man with a. 
lawnmower on his head (the clot!). In 
1975 he gave up pop music for good 
but soon relented, recording a series of 
albums called just “Peter Gabriel” (a 
policy that changed only for his last LP 
“So”, at his record company's 
insistence). When not working he likes 
to spend time in his sensory 
deprivation tank or float down streams 
‘on rubber tyres with his two daughters. 


© GLEN GOLDSMITH: is a 21-year-old Londoner whose first 
single, "I Won't Cry”, was a hit at the end of '87 This was the 
result of a lot of hard work: he'd made 110 public appearances 
around Britain to promote it! He's a bit surprised when people 
compare his voice to Rick Astley's, and not entirely flattered: “I 
think he's OK, but I'm not over-impressed — | think he's a bit 
bland.” He reckons he'll be in the top ten for “the next couple of 
years", but says he wouldn't care if he turned out to be a one-hit 
‘wonder. Hopefully, though, he'll never again be forced into 
chopping up lettuces in a night club to earn a decent crust 
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* Puffins are so chubby they find it v. hard to take off! 


PEWS 


v*EIiP^R^ÉkokQhuERSEAAIA 
CHINA NATIONAL NATIVE PRODUCE & ANIMAL 
'ORT CORPORATION: 
PRODUCTS BRANCH 


HOUSEMARTINS 


© PAUL HEATON: Born Paul David Heaton on 9/5/62 in 
Birkenhead, Merseyside, he's the band's lead singer and writes 
the lyrics. Likes: His neighbours Mac and Winnie (“They look 
after my house for me,”) football ("he could be a professional,” 
says Mac), crisps and collecting crisp wrappers. Dislikes: People 
snooping into his house ("It's the only privacy I've got left"), 
Norman smoking, farmers misusing the countryside, children's 
TV and people screaming at concerts. 


© NORMAN COOK: Born Quentin Cook (he has a middle name 
but won't reveal it) on 31/7/63: "My dad was laying concrete 
when | was born — he couldn't come in until it was set.” He's the 
band's bass quitarist and comes from snooty Reigate in Surrey. 
Likes: Graffiti art (his "tag" — i.e. the name he signs himself with 
— is "Sport"), hip hop and gospel music and putting stickers on 
his bass quitar case. Dislikes: being tidy, his girlfriend living in 


Brighton and Dire Straits fans. 


© STAN CULLIMORE: Born Stan lan Peter Cullimore on 6/4/63, 
he is the band's guitarist and is apparently "on a quest to be the 
most boring person in the world”. Likes: His bathroom (“1 often 
spend the whole evening in there"), mathematics, The 
Proclaimers (whom he “discovered” after they sent him a tape) 
and gingernuts — especially lightly soaked in tea so that they're 
beautifully soggy. Dislikes: The first Housemartin' single "Flag 
Day" and the smell of Norman's feet 


* THE HOUSEMARTINS: The two original members 
were Stan and Paul, who met after Stan answered an 
ad in Paul's window — they then stole Norman and 
Hugh from a group called The Gargoyles and thus, The 
Housemartins were formed. Their third single, "Happy 
Hour", helped by its hilarious plasticine video, went to. 
number three though it soon became clear they weren't 
normal pop stars — they fervently believe in God, in 
socialism, and in London not being the centre of the 
universe (their first LP was called “Hull 4 London 0” 
and featured the slogan “Take Jesus, Take Marx, Take 
Hope"). On tour they used to sleep on fans’ floors under 
their Adopt-A-Housemartin scheme — now they use 
cheap hotels or bed and breakfasts — and they refuse 
to pay themselves more than £300 a month, Even so, in 
1987 Hugh decided he'd had enough of this pop lark and 
returned to college — Dave, his replacement, came 
from local Hull band The Velvetones. By January 1988 
the rest of the band decided they were fed up too and — 
sadly ~ The Housemartins split up. 
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© DAVE HEMINGWAY: Born David Hemingway on 20/9/60, he's 
the group's drummer and also, apparently, "the cleanest man in 
pop. He spends hours walking round putting on deodorants and 
anti-perspirants and talcum powder." Likes: Amanda Burton (the 
actress who used to be Helen in Brookside), living with his mum 
and his Mr Happy wind-up toy. Dislikes: The others teasing him 
and the white top his mother recently bought him — “real 

Man At C&A. 
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* The foolish Arctic Tern commutes 22,000 miles between the North and South poles each year - not much point, seeing as they're both ruddy freezing. 19 g 


HOUSTON 


WHITNEY 


HEART 
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А HEART, clockwise от top: Howard Leese, Ann Wilson, Nan 
Andes. Denny Carmassi 
* HEART: Formed by the two Canadian sisters Ann (guitar) and 
Nancy ("vocals") Wilson, who are now backed by Howard Leese 
(guitar and keyboards), Mark Andes (bass) and Denny Carmassi 
(drums), Heart released their first LP “Dreamboat Annie", in 1976 
and went on to become massively popular everywhere except 
Britain, Until last year that is, when the gushing ballad “Alone” got 
to number one and the LP “Bad Animals", was also "warmly' 
received. “We called the LP 'Bad Animals’ because that's what 
we're like when we're on the road. We're rock 'n' roll animals, we 
travel in a pack and look like riff-raff,” insists Nancy. 
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© WHITNEY HOUSTON: With a mother who is soul singer Cissy 
Houston, 505 ballad-singer Dionne Warwick for a cousin and 
legendary soul chanteuse Aretha Franklin as a family friend 
Whitney seemed destined for a career as a singer. In fact, when 
little, she wanted to be a vet. "But after singing in church," she 
Says, "I realised that singing was something that was meant to 
be." At 15 she sang backing vocals for her mother's nightclub act 
and only shortly afterwards became a highly successful model, 
appearing on the covers of many glossy American publications. 
Her album, "Whitney Houston”, released when she was only 21 
shifted copies by the lorryload and produced a string of 
mammoth hits world-wide such as “How Will | Know" and 


fe) Ji E ji Saving All My Love For You", for which Whitney collected oodles 
папе j of awards. Her second album, "Whitney", looks set to go the 
Р ЧЕЗ same way. Whitney claims she "has no time for love", and she is 
amene - rumoured to have rebuffed smitten actor Robert De Niro many 
Qe times. When not working, Whitney says "I really do very ordinary 


things. | eat. | sleep. | play with my cats. 
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THE HOOTERS 


* THE HOOTERS: Are five 
blokes from Philadelphia whose 
first hit, "Satellite", is a 
criticism of American tele- 
evangelists — people who make 
loads of money through 
religious TV stations. Their 
keyboards player, Rob Hyman, 
helped Cyndi Lauper write her 
weepaway hit "Time After 
Time"; their singer, Eric 
Brazilian, likes nothing better 
than a spot of knitting on tour, 
"but | don't like to talk about it 
as it might be considered 
effeminate”. Their name, by the 
way, has nothing to do with 
noses; "hooter" is American 
slang for a melodica (i.e. а little 
organ thingie which you blow 
down). 

+ IHE HOOTERS, L-R: John Liley, David 


Vosikkinen, Eric Brazilian, Andy King, 
Rob Hyman 
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А HUE AND CRY СЯ Greg and Pat Kane 


© HUE AND CRY: Formed in 1986, they're two Glaswegian brothers Pat (who writes all the 
‘intelligent lyrics") and Gregory Kane (who writes all the tunes). Their first single, "I Refuse 
was a gigantic failure and their second, "Labour Of Love", a gigantic hit in July 1987 They 
confess to being "completely different": Patrick is an ex-university graduate and music 
journalist who loves books and is “ideologically obsessed’; Gregory once trained to be a 
priest, wants to own a Ferrari and has 56 pairs of boxer shorts — "It | got knocked down and 
had the trousers ripped off me I'd be able to look the nurse straight in the eye!". Sadly, but not 
surprisingly, they “never talk to each other for more than about five seconds 


309933 


A THE LEAGUE, L-R: Philip Oakey, Joanne Catherall, Susan Sulley 


© THE HUMAN LEAGUE: Originally was the weird synthesiser-only project of Martyn Ware 
and lan Craig Marsh, though they left in October 1980 to form their own group, Heaven 17. 
No-one gave the remaining members, singer Philip Oakey and slide projectionist Adrian. 
Wright a fig of a chance, especially when their first recruits were not musicians but two girls, 
Joanne Catherall and Susan Sulley, who were found in a Sheffield disco and weren't even 
exceptionally good singers and dancers. Nevertheless it worked — their "Dare" album and 
singles like "Don't You Want Me" made them briefly, during 1981 and 1982, the biggest group 
in the universe. Since then they have faffed around a lot, made the occasional excellent 
record, regularly added and lost members (at the last count it was just Philip, Susan and. 
Joanne), insisted on remaining in Sheffield (Joanne and Philip live together with a huge 
collection of videos and a broken Sinclair C5 "car") and periodically explain what's wrong with 
the rest of the pop universe. “Madonna,” says Phil, "looks like the bleedin’ Hulk. 
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BILLY IDOL 


it totally over huge 
out “mating”, 


andas are also a bit iffy 


, which is rather foolish seeing as it often 


areas, leaving the fussy beasts somewhat peckish. Since р: 


* Giant pandas feed only on bamboo, 
they're now on the verge of extinction. 


-FOR THE 


LAUNDRY 


о 


WHITE 
SING 


© BILLY IDOL: Amazing as it may 
seem, Sir William “Billiam” Idol (born 
30/11/55) was once a swotty, dark- 
haired, middle-class lad called William 
Broad, studying poetry at university. 
Punk rock changed all that: he 
discovered bleach, started snarling and 
joined Generation X, the first punk 
ол ever to appear on Top Of The 

'ops. After three LPs they split up, and 
in 1979 Billy went solo. In America he 
‘soon became a huge rock 'n' roll star; 
eventually songs like "White Wedding", 
"Mony Mony" and "Sweet Sixteen" 
became hits in Britain too, though he's 
never been quite as popular in his 
homeland as he is in the USA. After a 
period of being somewhat "odd" and 
feuding with his father, he's now a far 
more settled person and very close to 
his girlfriend and family. Aaah. 
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Made in Yugoslavia B 


А IRON MAIDEN, LR: Steve Harris, Dave Murray, Bruce Dickinson, Nicko McBain, Adrian Smith 
© IRON MAIDEN: are Bruce Dickinson (vocals), Steve Harris (bass), Dave Murray (guitar), 


Adrian Smith (guitar) and Nicko McBain (drums). Formed by Steve and Dave in London's 
East End and named after a particularly nasty piece of medieval torture equipment, the hugely 
successful heavy metal band are actually very polite 'п' peaceful types (even though their 
grisly mascot Eddie is a ten foot tall semi-decomposing android). Main songwriter Steve is a 
bit of a history buff, so they tend to sing about historical and mythological figures — among 
their stage favourites are epics such as “The Flight Of Icarus” and “Rime Of The Ancient 
Mariner”. In their spare time, Nicko flies aeroplanes, Dave scuba-dives amongst the fishies, 
Adrian fly-fishes for trout and Steve swots up on hob-goblins and albatrosses (or something). 
Bruce Dickinson, meanwhile, is a keen fencer — and rather a good one too, almost qualifying 
for the British Olympic team. 
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WING HING 


Take-Away Price List 


^A MICHAEL JACKSON as a laddie in the 70s 


А Looking goody-goody in a scene from the Bad video 
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^A A bit older in 1982 (shiny socks ahoy) 


A Jacko stonking out on the “Bad” tour 


* їп 1907 a tigress which had killed an amazing 436 
people was shot by some bloke no-one’ 
of called Colonel Jim Corbet. Served it right. 


MICHAEL 


* Even the boffins don’t know how many types of animal there are in the world today - it's about one million, but new types are always being discovered (not to mention killed off). 


JACKSON 


А The man they call "Whacko Jacko” displaying a rather loud jacket 


* MICHAEL JACKSON: Possibly the most bizarre character in 
pop music, Michael Jackson was born on 29/8/58, the second 
youngest of nine children (only Janet is younger). When he was 
five he began playing with his brothers as the Jackson Five — for 
а few months he played bongos, then became the lead singer. 
After two obscure flops on a local record label in Gary, Indiana, 
they signed to Motown records and enjoyed fantastic success 
with songs like “I Want You Back", "ABC" and "I'll Be There". 
Pretty soon Michael also started a parallel solo career, singing 
songs like "Ben" (about a pet rat) and "One Day In Your Life". 
When he was very young he was apparently very cheeky and full 
of pranks (Janet remembers him looking up a lady's dress), but 
as he got older he shunned his elder brothers’ b us 
and concentrated on drawing and playing with animals, He also 
began to be wary of the attention of fans — he once said about 
being mobbed: “It hurts — you feel like you're spaghetti among 
thousands of hands." Throughout the '70s he shared in The. 
Jacksons (as they were then called) modest success before, in 
1979, he made his first "adult" solo LP "Off The Wall", with 
producer Quincy Jones. Suddenly he was a megastar, and with 
1983's "Thriller", eventually the biggest selling LP ever, he 
became even bigger At the same time he got more and more 
reclusive — he filled his house with Disneyland rides “so | don't 
have to go out there" and reflected that with his collection of 
mannequins, "I'm accompanying myself with friends I've never 
had.” From early 1985 to autumn 1987 he disappeared 
completely, and more rumours circulated — that he'd been 
appearing in public in disguise or wearing a face mask (true), that. 
һе was using an oxygen chamber to extend his life (occasionally 
true), that he had had radical facial surgery (just a nose job and а 
cleft in his chin, says his manger Frank Díleo), and so on. It 
didn't seem to affect his musical skills — if his last album "Bad" 
wasn't quite as good as "Thriller" it still sold by the million — but 
a letter he allegedly wrote to explain how he felt about the things 
being said about him was less than cheerful. “I cry very, very 
often because it hurts," he wrote, finishing, “| must endure for 
the power | was sent forth, for the world, for the children, but 
have mercy for I've been bleeding a long time now." 


JANET JACKSON 


* JANET JACKSON: Janet is the youngest of the nine 
Jackson children and lives with Michael, Tito and her 
mother Katherine in their home in Encino, California. At 
first music didn't seem to be in her blood at all — she 
became a successful teenage actress, most spectacularly 
in the performing arts school TV drama Fame, and the 
two LPs she did release (the second including a duet with 
Cliff Richard) were wishy-washy flops, Then at the age of 
48 she ran away with, married and then left pop star 
James De Barge. Her third album — put together with 
the help of American producers Jam & Lewis — was а 
different kettle of fish altogether. Called “Control”, it 
began with her saying, “this is a story about control — 
my control. Control of what | say, control of what І do. 
And this time I'm going to do it my way..." which 
seemed like a message both to her ex-husband, her 
family and those who had misquided her musical career 
so far. It worked too — in Britain the album contained 
seven hits. A follow up album and possibly a film is now. 
planned with Jam & Lewis' band, The Time. Charming in 
a naive way, Janet Jackson shares the family love for 
exotic animals (she sleeps with a snake), says peanut 
butter is handy for getting chewing gum out of hair, won't 
tell why she wears a key earring (she's promised a friend 
never to reveal the secret) and says that, just sometimes, 
she goes a little wild, "When I’m in a hotel | get the urge 
to throw fruit out the window. And I do. Something like a 
grape — not an apple unless it's late at night and there's 
no-one walking the streets, Don't tell my mother — she'd 
kill me. 


у, 
trek to get out of 


‘over 370,000 carriages and stretch for 2000 miles (and they'd have a bit oí 


+ Japan has so many commuters that H they all caught the same train each 
the station haw haw). 
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JOHNNY HATES JAZZ 


* CLARK DATCHLER: As a tot 
Clark used to obsessively 
guzzle fish fingers, write horror 
stories (he still reads them all 
the time) and was “very quiet, 
well behaved and thoughtful 
Then he went to public school, 
where he had to polish prefects 
boots and would skip classes to 
practise piano in the school 
chapel. At 16 he made a soul 
record that flopped, went to 
America as a professional 
songwriter for a couple of 
years, returned, played in a 
band called The Hot Club (“l'm 
so ashamed of the record we 
made"), made a couple of solo 
Singles and then joined Johnny 
Hates Jazz. These days he 
enjoys sunbathing, prays to a 
poster of himself every night 
and says that if he ruled the 
world “I would make sure that 
all animal cruelty was stopped" 
Fair enough. "And Id buy 
myself a new suit at a 

discount.” Oh 


А THE JAZZ, LR: Mike Nocito, Clark Datchler, Calvin Hayes 


* JOHNNY HATES JAZZ: Originally Johnny Hates Jazz were planned as a one-off group to 
record a song that Calvin Hayes (son of veteran record producer Mickie Most) had been sent 
while working at his father's RAK record company. He recorded the song with the American 
staff engineer, Mike Nocito, and they got Clark Datchler — at the time а RAK solo artist — to 
Sing on it. The single, "Me And My Foolish Heart", flopped; nevertheless, the three of them 
decided to form a group permanently. Despite Mickie Most's pessimism (he said hed 
naked in a shop window if "Shattered Dreams” was a hit — he bottled out in the end), 
next single was a hit, followed by "I Don't Want To Be A Hero" and “Turn Back The Clock”. But 
what does the daft name mean? "Nothing," says Clark, adding rather unconvincingly, "I ve got 
a friend — he's a farmer in Suffolk — and hes called Johnny and he hates jazz 
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JELLY 


BEAN 


* JELLYBEAN: The 5'214" curly-haired Adonis, whose real name 
is John Benitez, was once famous purely for going out with 
Madonna (who ditched him after two years) and producing her 
very first international hit, “Holiday”. In fact for many years he 
had been a trendy New York club DJ and had worked as a re- 
mixer and producer with what constitutes a list of the who's who 
of pop. However in 1987 he actually achieved pop star status in 
his own right with a clutch of dance-floor hits, "Who's Found 
Who" and “Jingo”. Jellybean is very athletic — oddly, his 
favourite sport is basketball, for which you need to be about 
seven feet tall — and declares, "I wake up every morning wanting 
to have fun.” He claims he usually gets it 
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& MARY CHAIN 


© THE JESUS AND MARY 
CHAIN: Formed by two spotty 
brothers from East Kilbride in 
Scotland, Jim and William 
Reid, and bass player Douglas 
Hart, The Mary Chain caused 
an almighty hullabaloo when 
they first careered onto the pop 
scene with their riotous 15- 
minute-long gigs and two- 
minute-long singles that were 
lost in howling feedback, whilst. 
pretending to be 17 (they were 
actually somewhat older). 
Nowadays their concerts are 
more sober affairs and their 
sound's a bit clearer, but the 
spots haven't disappeared, they 
still fib about their ages, and the 
duo continue to be gloomy and 
moodsome, insisting that they 
hate being pop stars and 
claiming to be extremely 


| depressed by the entire 


universe. 


«The jolly J&MC, LR: Willam and 
Jim Reid 
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* ELTON JOHN: Blessed with 
the name Reginald Dwight and 
à quite hefty dose of ugliness, 
the young Elton didn't originally 
Set out to be a pop star but had 
only humble ambitions to be a 
songwriter. However in the late 
‘60s he changed his name to 
Elton John, took to wearing 
unfeasibly large platform boots 
and became one of the 
superstars of the early ‘70s. He 
disappeared for a while to 
concentrate on building up his 
beloved Watford Football 
Club, but returned in the early 
‘80s when he also married his 
wife Renate, despite previously 
claiming to be gay. A lovable 
chap, he numbers amongst his 
pals George Michael, Rod 
‘Stewart and Prince Andrew, 
but probably not the bloke who 
gave him a rather unsuccessful 
hair transplant. 
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JOHN 


ELTON 


* GRACE JONES: will forevermore be remembered for the 
almighty wallop she gave TV “presenter” Russell Harty in 1980. 
Famed also for her anvil-shaped hairdo, she's a Jamaican-born 
ex-model who, in the late "70s, was "discovered" by odd French 
photographer Jean-Paul Goude, and has since had many disco 
hits like "Private Life" and "Slave To The Rhythm". A bizarre and 
apparently somewhat "temperamental" (i.e. violent) personage, 
she has appeared in various films (e.g. Conan The Barbarian and 
a James Bond movie), went out with giant Swedish muscleman 
Dolph Lundgren for a while, and is alleged to have a penchant for 
munching on raw meat! 
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• PATSY KENSIT: After a 
childhood of advert, film, TV 
and theatre performances 

most famously as “Patsy 

рой” іп a Birds Eye peas 

ad), Patsy Kensit shot onto 
magazine covers the world over 
when, at the age of 16, she 
launched her band Eighth 
Wonder and appeared in the 
over-hyped “teenage” film 
Absolute Beginners: "if 1 been 
successful then," she now 
says, "| would have been 
unbearable.” But she wasn't, 
and success has more-or-less 
eluded her ever since en 
her collaboration with the Pet 
Shop Boys should help: "One 
of the biggest bands in the 
world,” she gasps, "and they've 
chosen to work with me.” And 
her eventual ambition? "I'd like 
to go grey and become a plump 
old woman and have lots of 
grandchildren and have all the. 
horses | can't have at the. 
moment." 


* KISS: Formed in 1973 by 
school chums Paul Stanley 
and Gene Simmons, Kiss have. 
made 21 albums and sold over 
50 million records since then 
and are renowned for their 
spectacular stage shows 
featuring a levitating drum kit, 
rocket-firing guitars and even a 
display of fire-eating by Gene 
They've appeared in Marvel 
comics alongside The 
Incredible Hulk and once made 
a deeply unsuccesstul horror 
film, though in 1983 they 
shocked the world even more 
by appearing in public without 
the masks of garish black and 
white make-up that had been 
their trademark for ten years. 
These days, Gene is a 
renowned ladies man who has 
courted such “lovelies” as. 
Diana Ross, who was 
presumably impressed by his 
claim to have the longest 
tongue in the world spew! 
4 KISS, clockwise from top left: Eric 


Carr, Gene Simmons, Paul Stanley, 
Bruce Kulick 
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ly becomes 


male, he hangs onto her stomach for so long that he quite liter: 


* Angler fish, despite having light-bulbs on their noses, have a hard time finding each other in the black ocean depths. So, if a male bumps into 


LEVEL 42 
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A LEVEL 42 (or what's eft of them), LR: Mark King, Mike Lindup 


* LEVEL 42: Were formed in 1979 by four Isle Of Wighters, Mark 
King (famed for being an utterly brilliant bass. paver Mike 
Lindup (keyboards) and brothers Boon and Phil Gould (guitar 
and drums respectively). After many years of being "worthy" but 
slightly dull, in 1986 they became altogether more poppy. It 
worked; mega-stardom twinkled down, until in late '87 everything 
went у wrong. Phil spooked off in a birrova huff 
(apparently because he wasn't too keen on playing “poppier” 
music), his brother Boon developed a dodgy tum and did likewise 
and 1988 sees only Mark 'n' Mike bravely continuing with а 
couple of new “recruits”. Blub. 


LL COOL J 


See 
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© LL COOL J: “A long lean 
legend in leather" is how LL 
Cool J modestly refers to 
himself. Interestingly, his real 
name is James Todd Smith, he 
is a stripling of 20 and still lives 
with his grandmother in the 
same suburb of New York that 
he grew up in. He is famous for 
wearing his Kangol hat in a 
style that would not shame 
Benny from Crossroads, for his 
boasting “raps” and the fact 
that his second album “Bigger 
and Deffer" was the fastest- 
selling American rap album 
ever. Їп 1987 he stunned his 
hard-core fans by releasing the 
drippy croon "I Need Love" 
which gambolled into the 
British top ten. LL's favourite 
leisure pastime, when not 
knocking about with his mates 
and fellow Def Jam artistes 
such as the Beastie Boys, is 
“just chillin’ out. 1 chill а4Н1-444 
the time.” How nice. 
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* LIVING IN A BOX: are three 
posh blokes from the North of 
England called Richard 
Darbyshire, Marcus Vere and 
Anthony “Titch” Critchlow. 
When their first single, “Living 
In A Box", sneaked into the 
charts last year, they refused to 
reveal their identities until the 
record got to number one. 
Unfortunately it didn't quite 
make it, and the two follow-ups 
— "Scales Of Justice" and "So 
The Story Goes" — didn't do as 
well. Singer Richard was once 
in a group called Zu Zu Sharks. 
with Gary Tibbs, a bloke from 
Adam And The Ants. He's also. 
"dated" Patsy Kensit! Richard: 
"We hate nowhere pop like Wet 
Wet Wet and I'm afraid none of. 
us are very good at being pop. 
stars. We do rub shoulders with 
a lot of pop stars though. We 
always tend to end up in à 
dressing room next to 
Curiosity and they're always 
pinching our beer!” 


4 THE BOX, L-R: Richard Darbyshire 
Titch Critchlow, Marcus Vere 
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А LLOYD COLE looking for The Commotions 


© LLOYD COLE AND THE COMMOTIONS: Champion of the black 
polo neck sweater, ex-English literature student Lloyd and his 
backing group The Commotions first had hits in 1984 with such 
wordy vignettes as “Perfect Skin” and “Brand New Friend”. Then 
after two fairly successful LPs, they disappeared in 1986 to 
record their “Mainstream” LP. So perfectionist were they that @ 
took two years, yet rather horribly (since it was quite good) the 
first single released from it, "My Bag”, didn't exactly set the 
charts alight. A shame, as Lloyd still harbours desires to be as 
famous as Madonna or Michael Jackson. Why? “Because 
basically, you want people to like you and love and treasure yo 
records, and stick pictures of you on their wails.” A 

don't chuck darts at them, haw haw 
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MADONNA 


* MADONNA: born on 16/8/58 in Rochester, Michigan, USA, 
Madonna Louise Ciccone (she also has an extra confirmation 
name, Veronica) suffered the death of her mother (also called 
Madonna) when she was eight. From then on she was raised by 
her defence systems engineer father Tony (real name Sylvio) 
and, to her displeasure, by the housekeeper he married a couple 
of years later. Little Nonni, as she was nicknamed, didn't aim 
particularly to be a pop star but simply decided that shed "have 
a special life". In her early years at school she was a desperate 
show off, wearing “the most colourful sexy underwear” and 
hanging upside down in the gym to show it off. Just before she 
left though, her classmates remember her as quiet and rather 
aloof, probably because she was now planning how she could 
really get famous. She studied ballet at the University of 
Michigan then left for New York to find fame and fortune, It 
didn't hurry along, so she slowly gave up her ambitions to be a 
famous dancer and fell into a band called The Breakfast Club. 
Next she formed a series of bands with Steve Bray, a waiter 
shed met earlier in Michigan and who was later to write most of 
her hits. Whatever their names — Emmy, Emmemon, The 
Millionaires, Modern Dance — they all got nowhere and her 
appearance in the low budget porn film A Certain Sacrifice 
didn't make her into a film star either — but eventually she got 
а record contract on her own on the basis of a disco song shed 
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written, "Everybody", soon her first single. Then, just as she 
finished her first album, the New York DJ John "Jellybean" 
Benitez (now a star in his own right; at the time dating 
Madonna) found her a song called "Holiday" — it was a huge 
hit and at last she was quite famous. Still she wanted more. Not 
only did her record career go berserk — she has now broken 
just about every possible record for female singers (by 
December 1987 she had had seventeen separate top ten hits in 
Britain) — but she was determined to be an actress. After a 
small part in Vision Quest (later retitled Crazy For You after her 
theme song) she was lavishly praised for Desperately Seeking 
Susan. The follow-ups — Shanghai Surprise and Who's That 
Girl — didn't do so well and have been her biggest failures on 
any count so far. And sometimes she lets slip that it might all be 
rather tough going these days. “There have been times when 
I've thought ‘if l'd known it would be like this | wouldn't have 
tried so hard'." Her personal life has also had its ups and 
downs. In 1985, shortly after saying “I wouldn't wish being Mrs 
Madonna on anyone”, she married actor Sean Penn and 
dedicated her “True Blue” LP to “my husband — the coolest 
guy in the universe”. Nevertheless it soon became clear that 
things weren't working well, a situation little helped by the 
press attention they got. “That put a lot of strain on our 
relationship after a while 
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lieve it or not, асс; scientists, almost all mammals 
ream. it has thus been “proved”, by charting their eye movements, 
that slumbering cats have dreams about chasing mice! 


MARILLION 


ALISON 
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‘A MARILLION, L-R: Mark Kelly, Steve Rot 5, and in front, Fis 


• MARILLION: Never was a group more unfashionable than Marillion when they formed in 
1979 — they “hailed” from Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire (hardly a hotbed of rock 'n' roll), 
named themselves Silmarillion (after a novel by J. R. Tolkein, author of hippie favourites 
Lord Of The Rings and The Hobbit) and based their musical style on early '70s “progressive 
groups such as Genesis and Yes. Yet they built up a huge live following and their tuneful and 
wordy "concept albums" now sell like hot cakes all over the world! Fish, the band's large and 
outspoken leader, was originally christened Derek Dick. No one is sure why he calls himself 
Fish", but the fact that he drinks like one may have something to do with it 


unum әләм S9/5B0w peop еч. 


* ALISON MOYET: was born 18/6/61 and is half-French — her first name is actually 
Geneviève, but everyone pronounced it wrongly so she switched to her middle name. 
Formerly of bluesy Basildon pub group The Screaming Abdabs (in which she pfetended to be 
а mental bird" to discourage hecklers) and one half of synth duo Yazoo (with Erasure's 
Vince Clark), “Alf” then struck out on her own. She had loads of hits, got married, had a 
child, acquired some chickens which got eaten by a fox, got divorced, retired for a while, and 
returned to the charts with "Love Letters” in late '87. A warm and humorous person, she is 
apparently not entirely happy with fame and doesn't like going out much. 
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© THE MISSION: are a swirly gothic guitar group, "risen" from 
the remnants of even swirlier gothic guitar group the Sisters Of 
Mercy at the end of 1985. They're "led" by the long- 
mouldy-hatted and excessive character Wayne “I'm ni 
Hussey, who describes himself as “a true romantic — 

lovely legs." The group are rather keen on “revelling 

Mick Brown once fell off a roof at a party and land 
on his very expensive motor bike, causing £1,400 


А MEL 'N' KIM, LR: Kim 'n Mel 


* KIM: was born Kim Appleby ("I'm quite sure | don't have a 
middle name thank you") on 28/8/61 in the East End — "people 
fike to think that East End people are mad but they're not really’ 
At primary school she won a trophy for being the fastest runner, 
now she lives in a North London flat with her boyfriend and 
Shanna, her eight-year-old daughter from a previous 
relationship: “She's a lovely kid, very bright, very sensible — 
my pride and joy definitely.” 


* MEL: Born Melanie Susan Appleby on 11/7/66 in the East 
End of London, she now lives in swanky Hampstead in "a flat 
that's sort of cottage-shaped”. Before becoming a pop star she 
was a "glamour" model (i.e. she used to take her clothes off a 
bit); she says “I think I'm a bit more tom-boyish than Kim’ 
She's rather partial to Topics, Picnics, Eastenders, and her 
mum's Sunday roasts. Sadly, she hurt her back very seriously 
in summer '87 and had to have an extended stay in hospital. 


и 210404 404 бомпр opu 006'BZ рәп 


damage! Rather revoltingly, the group tour with 
Side of the stage in case they want to be sick 


jo three quarters of the way round the world. 
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‘A NEW ORDER, 1-8: Gillan Gilbert, Steve Morris, Bernard Sumner and Peter Hook 


• NEW ORDER: Bernard Sumner, Peter Hook and Steve Morris turned into New Order 

(with the addition of Gillian Gilbert) after the troubled lead singer of their previous band Joy 
vision hanged himself in 1980. To begin with they were as дооту and gloomsome as Joy 

Division but then they made "Blue Monday", at the time the best selling 12" single ever. Since 

then they ve trodden their own individual path showing little interest in being pop stars or in 

being nice to their public, though last year that seemed to be changing — they hired Pet Shop 

Boys producer Stephen Hague to produce a snos "True Faith" (their biggest hit ever) 

released a "greatest hits" LP "Substance", and played a concert not at one of their usual 

(i.e. weird) "special" venues but at Wembley Stadium. 


ALEXANDER O'NEAL 
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* ALEXANDER O'NEAL: The silky and extraordinarily elastic vocal 
pipes of Mississippi-born Alexander O'Neal have caused him to 
be compared to other great soul singers such as Luther 
Vandross, but he describes himself as “a funkateer in a zoot suit" 
Once part of Prince's old group Time, he was unceremoniously 
dumped by His Royal Purpleness after arguments over money. 
However he was re-discovered by other banished Time members, 
legendary Minneapolis producers Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis, 
who have since worked with a giddy array of stars. Alex's first 
British chart hit was the jaunty disco duet “Saturday Love” with 
Cherrelle, but he has since had solo success with more uptempo 
numbers such as "Fake" and “Criticize” rather than the croony 
ballads he was once famed for. 
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* In 1935 the French liner Normandie, a weedy old steam ship, crossed the Atlantic $0 fast that the paint was stripped off her hull! 


NEW ORDER 


• GARY NUMAN: Born 8/3/58, as a child Gary dreamed alternately of being а pop star and а 
pilot. The first dream came true when, under the name Tubeway Army, he went to number 
one with one of the first synthesiser-based hits “Are Friends Electric?". The second dream 
came true when he flew round the world; he's still very upset about the ridicule he received in 
the pop world: "I thought they would be proud of me". His success has continued, albeit 
quietly, in recent years thanks to his intensely loyal fans to whom he is devoted. Outspoken 
оп many issues (his love of the Royal Family, his fascination with guns etc.) he's also scathing 
about his own achievements: a couple of years back he said "I don't want to be remembered 
and | don't think what | do is particularly worthy of being remembered anyway" 
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* DONNY OSMOND: The 
cherub-faced singer was once 
part of American Mormon 
family singing troupe The 
Osmonds, who had a 
ginormous string of hits in the 
early '70s. Donny, only 14 at the 
height of his fame, was a 
heartthrob who caused 
teenagers all over the world to. 
blub fearsomely along with solo 
hits such as "Puppy Love". In 
the mid- 70s he appeared to 
vanish without trace (as did the 
rest of the Osmond brothers), 
but in fact was kept busy 
starring in The Donny and 
Marie Show in the States. 
(Marie is his younger sister), 
getting married and having 
three children. He returned to 
Britain in 1987, as fresh-faced 
as ever and still sticking to his 
Mormon beliefs, to bravely re- 
launch his solo career with the 
raunchy single “Groove” 
Touchingly, he found his loyal 
fans still waiting for him. 
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* There's a type of spook-ship used by boffins of the "deep" - ac&yrglel named a FLIP - which can actually stand on end. Sickbags ahoy. 


PET SHOP BOYS 


* PET SHOP BOYS: Unlikely as it seems, Chris Lowe and Neil 
Tennant met in an electrical shop and somehow realised when 
they got chatting that they'd both rather like to have a shot at 
making pop music — Chris's musical taste of tacky euro-disco, 
particularly that of an Italian-American record producer called 
Bobby 0, dictating their “direction”. They decided to call 
themselves the Pet Shop Boys after a nickname they'd given to 
some friends who worked in a pet shop in Ealing, London. Then 
fate" intervened. Neil was asked to interview Sting in New York 
for Smash Hits and decided that while there he'd phone up the 
very same Bobby O. So flattered was Mr O that when they met 
for a cheeseburger he offered to make a record with the Pet 
Shop Boys: it was called “West End Girls” and did quite well in 
France and on the West coast of America. By the end of 1985 
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when they had a proper record contract and had released one 
flop single ("Opportunities", later re-released and a hit), they 
re-recorded "West End Girls" against the advice of their 
manager and record company and it was number one nearly 
everywhere. Since then their records — mostly based around 
hi-energy rhythms, Neil's melodic high voice and a collection of 
ludicrous sound effects — have gone from strength to strength 
in 1987 they had four top British hits including two number 
ones, “It's A Sin" and "Always On My Mind" (the latter of which 
they only recorded originally for an Elvis Presley TV special). 
They've also made a film and recorded a single with Patsy 
Kensit. But despite all this success they've seemed to remain 
healthily un-popstar-like, possibly because of all the things — 
TV commercials etc. — that they refuse to do. 


© CHRIS LOWE: Born 10/10/59, the most traumatic experience of 
Chris Lowe's childhood occurred when he was skating one 
Saturday morning. Everyone decided to do a conga, it all went 
horribly wrong and he ended up with an ice skate over his wrist 

T had ten litte injections and | had ten stitches.” As a teenager he 
joined a dance group called One Under The Eight (there were 
seven of them — geddit?) and then began studying architecture 
("He built a staircase in Milton Keynes,” announces а mightily 
impressed Neil). All the time though the person who would soon 
be known as "the grumpiest man in pop" had a secret technique 
for achieving pop stardom: "I used to pretend Tchaikovsky could 
compose through me, and it worked! 


* NEIL TENNANT: Born Neil Francis Tennant on 10/7/54, as à 
child he used to play with his train set — "it was Potters Bar 
station”. In his teens he dyed his hair ("once red and on: 

we were all Bowie fans") and was even soppy enough t 
à poem to a girl called Pauline Hathaway: "it was 
embarrassing". He also joined a Newcastle hippie 
Dust, writing songs with titles like "Can You He: 
Break?". After that he worked for the Bri 
comics, then for a book publisher (edi 
popular Dairy Book Of Home Managem: 
Hits as a journalist: “The main thing | inve 
Back! BACK!!"". ‘Tragic’ is anothe 
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= 25tonnes of dust from outer space falls on earth - each day! 


* Spookupon 


spooks - since there are no winds on the moon, the footprints made by astronauts will probably still be there when man is extinct! 


THE POGUES 


А THE POGUES’ Shane McGowan going wonky 


© THE POGUES: are а “spirited” London/Irish punk/folk group 
most known for drinking quite a bit and being sick on their shoes 
mid-"performance" etc. Lead dribbler Shane McGowan has very 
few teeth, used to wear paint-besplattered underpants round his 
neck and hit himself on the head with a tin tray in his punk days 
and truthfully admits "I look like a complete slob.” However, he's 
quite a "romantic" soul underneath it all and The Pogues had a 
very big hit (with the aid of чы Kirsty McColl) with the 
twinkling Christmas charmer “Fairytale Of New York" in 1987. 
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PRESLEY 


© PEPSI AND SHIRLIE: A 
famous partners, this. Shi 
(born 18/4/62) was an old chum of 
George Michael and Andrew Ridgeley 
and was Wham!'s backing singer on all 
their tours and videos. Her original 
partner was Dee C. Lee, who left to 
join The Style Council (and is now 
married to Paul Weller); Dee was soon 
replaced by Pepsi (her real name!) 
Demacque (born 10/12/58). When 
‘Wham! split, Pepsi and Shirlie resolved 
to become pop stars in their own right, 
and shocked the whole world by 
succeeding when their first single, 
“Heartache”, became a top five hit. 
They ve also turned their hand to a spot 
of fashion designing, producing a range 
of Pepsi and Shirlie clothes for Top 
Shop, though they're now apparently 
keen to dump their “girlie” image in 
favour of a tougher look. Oh, and there's 
one more famous "mate" to come: 
although she once “dated” Andrew 
Ridgeley, Shirlie has been living with 
Martin Kemp of Spandau Ballet for 
over four years now! She claims to hate 
Crimplene and loves babies, while 
Pepsi hates the spooky bit at the 
bottom of custard bowls(?) and loves 
having a good blub to a soppy film! 


4 PEPSI 'N' SHIRLIE, L-A: Shirl and Peps 


* ELVIS PRESLEY: Born 
8/1/35, "The King” is generally 
acknowledged to be the first 
white man to sing black music 
— or “the blues” as it was 
known — properly. This, 
combined with his erotic hip- 
swivelling, his lazy good- 
natured charm and his appeal 
to teenagers caused many of 
his tunes to be branded “the 
devil's music" by conservative 
Americans. In 1957 he was 
drafted to the army in Germany 
where he met his future wife 
(now Dallas star) Priscilla, who 
was then only 16. His career is 
generally considered to have 
declined after leaving the army 
and meeting his formidable 
manager, Colonel Tom Parker. 
In the '60s Elvis made singa, 
of trashy B-movies; in the "70s, 
bloated and ill, he appeared 
leather-clad in cabaret in Las 
Vegas and on tacky TV shows 
to perform his crooning hits 
(bis voice remaining as 
magnificent as ever). He died in 
1977 and his ostentatious 
Memphis home, Gracelands, 
has since been a place of 
pilgrimage for his many 
devoted, even obsessive, fans. 
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* Apinhead as hot as the sun would kill someone standing 90 miles away! 


* Russia was the first country to land a spacecraft on another planet - Venera 3, which swished off to faraway Venus in 1966. It looked remarkably like a giant pram (the spacecraft, that is). 


PRINCE 


‘A THE PROCLAIMERS, L-R: Identical twins Craig and Charlie Reid (or s й the other way round?) 


* THE PROCLAIMERS: are two identical twins called Craig and Charlie Reid, who come 
from the small and very difficult to pronounce (if you're a "sassenach") Scottish town of 
 Auchtermuchty. They warble melodic, politically aware, folk-tinged rock songs in broad Scots 
accents and scored a surprise number two hit ín 1987 with "Letter From America". Although 
they don't see themselves as pop star types — pessimistically predicting they'll never have 
another hit — they hope to be "around" for another 20 years. Outwardly dour, they do in fact 
have a sense of humour and rue the day when, aged eight, they were told to wear specs. In 
fact, the only sure way to tell them apart is that Craig's have black frames while Charlie 
favours brown! 


‘© PRINCE: Born Prince Rogers Nelson on 7/6/58, he 
was nicknamed Skipper by his parents John (a black 
Italian who worked in an electronics company and 
played jazz piano at night) and Mattie (once a backing 
Singer in John's band, the Prince Rogers Trio). He 
played in Minneapolis with friends throughout his early 
teens in bands like Grand Central and Champagne (in 
1974, when Champagne were interviewed in a local 
newspaper, Prince revealed that he'd like to start 
dancing more — but not "spins", which made him. 
"nauseated"). By the time he was 20 he had a solo LP 
contract and started making saucy soul/disco records, 
each of which sold progressively more. By the time in 
1984 when his “Purple Rain” album (brilliant) and film 
(rather ropey) made him a worldwide star, he was 
snooty and eccentric enough to refuse to do interviews 
and for people to be talking about his "odd" habits, 
Since then he has remained refreshingly unpredictable 
— each new album is as excellent, hizarre and 
individual as the last and is usually accompanied by 
some ludicrous new clothes concept (last year's was 
peach and black) from His Royal Diddiness. He works 
phenomenally quickly and not only are there said to be 
albums and albums of unreleased Prince music but he 
also finds time for a tee number of other projects, 
mostly artists like Jill Jones and Madhouse on his own 
Paisley Park record label. 


SURPRISE 
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A RI * Thesea-spiderhas such a small body that its stomach extends into its legs. However this is a complete swizz, since it isn’t actually areal spider at all. 


QUEEN 


Ж QUEEN, LR: Brian May, Roger Taylor, Freddie Mercury and Jo ac Freddie Mercury "his a high not 
© QUEEN: Originally called Smile, the group was formed in 1971 by drummer Roger Taylor © FREDDIE MERCURY: was born in Zanzibar on 5/9/46, his real name is Frederick Bulsara, 
and guitarist Brian May who recruited bassist John Deacon and Freddie Mercury, who and he studied graphic design and sang for a band called Wreckage before he joined Queen. 
invented the name Queen. Their first hit was “Seven Seas Of Rhye”, which got to number ten He's a rather "camp" figure, renowned for his bizarre stage outfits — for instance dressing up. 
in 1974; they went on to become one of the richest and most popular bands in the history of as a housewife for the "It's A Hard Life" video. He's also an opera buff: he was pleased as 

the universe thanks to their theatrical stage act, operatic glam rock “classics” such as punch about making a record, "Barcelona", with top (and tubby) opera star Monserrat 
“Bohemian Rhapsody" (number one for nine weeks in 1975 and the first ever proper video) Caballé. Last year he bought some exotic goldfish (Japanese Koi carp — а mere £4,000 


and, later on, hamfisted but hummable anthems such as "Radio Ga Ga" and “One Vision each!) but his pond broke, the water all seeped out and they died. How sad 
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* Eeeek-in Great Britain, on every piece of green land, there are about 50,000 spiders! 
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А RUNDMC, LA: Run, J 


© RUN DMC: Hefty rappers Run and DMC were childhood 
friends from the same middle-class suburb of New York as the 
third member, DJ Jam Master Jay. By a happy coincidence Run's 
brother Russell Simmons owns half of the prestigious Def Jam 
label. He produced their first single in 1983, but it was the 
adventurous mixture of heavy metal and rap on their re-make of 
Aerosmith's "Walk this Way" іп 1986 which gave them their 
biggest hit. Their third album, "Raisin Hell”, was the biggest 

© THE ROLLING STONES: were The Beatles’ biggest rivals during selling American rap album ever and no doubt provided the funds 


Jay, and Dary! Mc Daniels in front 
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© CLIFF RICHARD: had his first hit in 1958 (eek!) when he was 
known as "the British Elvis Presley" and has hardly stopped 
Since. These days, as well as being a devout Christian and saying 
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anoo. Ш | the 60s, but while the charm of the "Fab Four" won them for their snappy wardrobe — the leather trousers or designer 

EUR B пев погоду ME ana Ona IU approval, the "Stones" were scandalous rebels. They were thrown  “sweat-suits”, the laceless Adidas trainers (eulogised in the song 

Du ll gotan MBE (Dot no knighthood, despite Mrs out of hotels for not wearing ties, charged with urinating in а My Adidas") and the enormous and clanky solid gold chains — 
Я | public place, guitarist Brian Jones was found dead in his which they hand to a minder before they go on stage! 


Thatcher's promise to Smash Hits that shed put in a word) and 
in 1987 released his one hundredth single — a hit as usual. When 
not being a rock'n'roll legend he enjoys staying in his Welsh 
cottage with his dog and guitar and wondering why the press are 
so nasty about him. “If you read my reviews you'd never think | 
did anything right: | don't look good, | don't dance well, I can't 
sing and | can't act," he laughs. 
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Swimming pool and singer Mick Jagger and rhythm guitarist 
Keith Richards were jailed for possessing drugs. Yet they still 
found time to make such classic singles as “Honky Tonk 
Women”, "Satisfaction" and "Jumping Jack Flash”. Their last LP 
released in 1986, was not a roaring success and it now seems 
likely that they Ve split for good. 
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А THE PISTOLS “playing” а "seminal" gig, L-R: Sid Vicious, Paul Cook, Johany Rotten, Steve Jones 


* THE SEX PISTOLS: Were a spiky-haired and uncouth troupe consisting of Johnny Rotten 
(“vocals”), and now known by his real name, John Lydon, Glen Matlock (bass, though he 
was soon kicked out for being too “nice” and replaced by the definitely not-very-nice Sid 
Vicious), Steve Jones (quitar) and Paul Cook (drums). Formed in 1975, they were hopeless 
at playing their stolen instruments, but that was the point: for together with The Clash, they 
virtually invented punk rock. By the end of 1976 they'd had their first hit, the shambolic and 
revolutionary “Anarchy In The UK"; uproar followed when they swore on live TV and 
“insulted” the Crown in Jubilee year with the anti-Royal “God Save The Queen”. They spewed 
and spat their way through the headlines for a year, but disbanded in 1978 amidst much 
acrimony with their ex-manager Malcolm McLaren. Sid Vicious later committed suicide after 
murdering his girlfriend Nancy Spungen; John Lydon however has remained successful with 
the wilfully contrary P.ILL. (Public Image Ltd). He's now very rich but has still got horrible 


teeth, though. 
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© SADE: born Helen Folasade 


Adu on 16/1/60, she's got an 
English mother and a Nigerian 
father, but grew up in 
unglamorous Clacton-on-Sea 
where her step-father ran a 
butcher's shop. She studied 
fashion design, modelled a bit, 
and then got involved in the 
trendy London New Romantic 
scene of the early '805 and 
sang in a group called Pride. 
She adopted a subtle jazzy 
sound and went solo: her silky 
vocals, sultry looks and 
sickeningly impeccable dress 
sense meant she couldn't fail 
to become a big star. But her 
inability to put up with 
snooping photographers and 
reporters soon had her fleeing 
British shores; she now lives 
Quietly in Spain with her 
boyfriend, and keeps her 
private life exactly that 
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А SCARLET FANTASTIC, L-R: Rick P Jones, Maggie De Monde 


* SCARLET FANTASTIC: Rick P. Jones and his 6'2" foxtress girlfriend Maggie De Monde are 
originally from Birmingham: they used to hang around with Duran Duran in the late "70s 
when the 'Rans “were a bit of a weirdo group and John Taylor played the cello". Next en 
formed pretentious one-hit-wonders Swansway (the hit being "Soul Train"), and eventually 
resurfaced in 1987 with the single “No Memory”. "We're all about energy and being positive 
and concepts like that," they witter, still sounding a mite pretentious, "Great music is music 
that's made from instinct, music that has a vibe." Indeed 
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• SHAKIN’ STEVENS: Is a 
Welshman, was born on 4/3/48 
and his real name is Michael 
Barrett. He started his musical 
career in the early "70s in а rock 
‘n’ roll group called Shakin’ 
Stevens & The Sunsets, 
popular with hard-core 
rockabilly fans who were all 
absolutely horrified when 
“Shaky” “sold out” and became 
a pop star. Although he now 
holds the UK record for 
consecutive Top 20 hits 
(including four number ones! 

haky shuns the limelight and 
lives quietly in Wales with his 
wife and three children 
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SIMPLE MINDS 


* SIMPLE MINDS: Formed in Glasgow 
by Jim Kerr (vocals) and Charlie 
Burchill (guitar), they were a punk 
band called Johnny Ánd The Self 
‘Abusers before sensibly changing their 
name in 1978 (the other members. 
being Mel Gaynor, drums, Michael 
McNeill, keyboards and Derek Forbes, 
bass). After a couple of shaky LPS, they 
developed a majestic, swirly style of 
music but remained "cult figures" for a 
couple of years. Eventually tub- 
thumping hits like "Promised You A 
Miracle” and "Waterfront" saw them 
enter the stadium-filling firmament, 
though oddly their biggest hit to date, 
“Don't You Forget About Me” (from the 
film The Breakfast Club), is the only one 
they didn't write themselves. These 
days Jim Kerr lives quietly beside the 
Firth Of Forth in Scotland, shuns 
publicity, and won't comment on 
rumours that his marriage to The 
очуро Chrissie Hynde has hit the 
rocks. 


4 SIMPLE MINDS" Jim Kerr 
Contemplates the universe. 


* The giant clams of Zamboanga in the 


RED 


llipines can weigh more than seven stone! 


SIMPLY 


A SIMPLY RED's Mick Hucknall contemplates his walking stick 


* SIMPLY RED: This Manchester soul group, invented in 1983, are renowned for their lead 
singer Mick Hucknall's tumbly red locks, his “love” for women, his excellent white soul voice 
and his bellowing anti-Tory opinions ("Margaret Thatcher... that woman is evif” etc). Fwisked 
to fame 'п' fortune in 1986 when the moonsome "Holding Back The Years" burbled to number 
one, Simply Red have not seen as gigantic a hit since (except in Europe where they're much 
more famous). Of Britain's apparent disinterest, Mick пин: "Well, | just don't flamin’ care. As 
far as I'm concerned l'm a European." 


* SINITTA: Daughter of Miquel Brown, a semi-successful disco 
singer herself, Sinittta's show business career started when she 
bunked off school — "I said | had to nip up to London for a dental 
appointment" — and got a job in a musical called The Wiz. She 
also released a series of hi-energy disco records, one of which, 
“So Macho”, became a big hit in 1986. She then appeared 
alongside David Essex in the musical Mutiny and they had a 
much-publicised romance before she was taken on by producers 
and songwriters Stock, Aitken and Waterman, who wrote her 
next hit, “Toy Boy", after reading newspaper headlines about her 
and her new boyfriend Sam Connery. Sinitta hates milk, Zodiac 
Mindwarp and David Essex's old hoover; who can blame her? 
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though protein packed, have very unpleasant eating habits - they like nothing better than a nice feast of sewage (and can therefore make you rather poorly). 


guitar twirlers We 


went off to invent 


SISTERS OF 


= М 7 


FRIED OYSTERS 


* SISTERS OF MERCY: The 
“pride” of the early '805 

jothic” era, the Sisters Of 

rcy were legendary dry-ice- 
ahoy swirlsters until they split 
up in June 1985 when lead 
singer Andrew Eldtrich and his 
е Hussi 
and Craig Adams had a bit of a 
tiff. As a result Wayne and Craig 
е Mission, 
while Andrew went off to be 
mad in Germany. After public 
and legal wrangles as to who 
“owned” their name, Andrew 
first returned as The 
Sisterhood, then as the Sisters 
Of Mercy ("complete" with 
rubber-frocked pervstress 
Patricia Morris on bass guitar 
and their “trusty” drum 
machine Doktor Avalanche) in 
1987 with “This Corrosion” — 
their first ever top ten hit. 
Andrew is famed for always 
wearing his creepy “shades”, is 
extremely thin, wears baby-oil 
оп his face and hair, and 
declares menacingly: "I /oathe 
conversation.” Oooer. 


4 SISTERS OF MERCY, L-R: Patricia 
Morris, Andrew Eidirich 


* Inancient times, shells were used as money - and to this day so-called “money cowries” will buy you a wife (or something] in New Guinea. 


А THE SMITHS early on, LR: Morrissey, some dals, Mike Joyce, Johnny Marr Andy Rourke 


* THE SMITHS: Legend has it that The Smiths formed after the young Johnny Marr pressed 
a chocolately nose against the window of semi-famous Manchester pop eccentric Morrissey, 
aC. they write songs together. They did, recruiting bass player Andy Rourke and 
drummer Mike Joyce and The Smiths were born. They soon attracted a phenomenally 
devoted following — partly for their sparklingly original lyrics, partly for Marr's gloriously 
janglesome music and partly for Morrissey's odd eccentricities: on the one hand waving 
around gladioli (in imitation of the famous writer and humourist Oscar Wilde) and wearing a 
hearing aid (a "homage" to weepaway '50s pop crooner Johnny Ray), on the other speaking 
out with undiluted venom about meat-eating, the Royal Family, most other pop stars and so 
оп. Morrissey and Marr fell out in mid 1987 — Marr apparently found Morrissey difficult and 
The Smiths unsatisfying, whilst Morrissey disliked Marr's ОУ Pe with Bryan Ferry, 
Keith Richards and Talking Heads. They left behind 17 singles and six albums, each in 
painstakingly designed sleeves featuring “cover stars” (usually cult film and showbiz 
personalities) selected by Morrissey. Marr is now forming his own band (possibly with Rourke 
and Јоусе), “Jamming” with Paul McCartney and touring with the Pretenders; Morrissey has 
gone solo. 


THE SMITHS 


А Morrissey and a TV chum 
© MORRISSEY: Born Stephen Patrick Morrissey on 22/5/59, his mother is a librarian to 
whom he talks every day (she handles most of his business affairs), his father is a hospital 
Porter (his parents are separated). Before The Smiths he claims to have led a life of reclusive 
celibacy during which he wrote two books, one on tragic American film star James Dean and 
one on early 70s glam-punk band the New York Dolls (he was president of their British fan 
club). He now lives in London, pursuing a solo career aided by ex-Smiths co-producer 
wer Street and Durutti Column guitarist Vini Reilly. He swears he is happiest when “it's 
3.30 in the afternoon and the sky is overcast and there's thunder and rain and you're watching 
Monday Matinée and you've got a nice big solid piece of toast in front of you". And the jam? 
"Plum Preserve... 72р.” А snip, n'est ce pas? 
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* The pistol shrimp actually "shoots" its prey - it snaps its pincers with such force that the shock wave produced will stun a small fish, and has even shattered glass jars! 
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SPANDAU 


BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 


BALLET 
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© BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN: Born in New Jersey, the man they call "The Boss" is worshipped by 
millions who can't get enough of his marathon live performances and his songs about cars, 
girls, rock 'n' roll, running through the night, "ramrodding wit’ ya baby" (whatever that may 
mean) and other romantically "macho" pursuits. (Not to mention the pictures of his denim- 
clad bottom which crop up on his LP sleeves with alarming regularity.) Apparently a humble, 
modest bloke, Bruce gives loads of money to charity but almost never gives interviews, thus 
ensuring his “legendary” status. However, some unkind folk whisper that this silence is 
because the most interesting thing about him is that he once had a canoe which broke 

(i.e. he’s not entirely fascinating). 


А VER SPANDS, L-A: Marlin Kemp, Steve Norman, Gary Kemp, John Keeble, Tony Hadley 


* SPANDAU BALLET: are Tony Hadley (foghorn-like vocals), Gary Kemp (guitar), brother 
Martin (bass), Steve Norman (sax) and John Keeble (drums). In the olden days (i.e. 1979), 
Ver Spands were leading lights of the so-called "New Romantic" movement, resplendent in 
make-up, fright-hair and frilly blouses. Synthesiser bips like “To Cut A Long Story Short" and 
“Chant Number One” soon gave way to smoother and more soulsome stuff like “True” and the 
brill "Gold", at which point the group started squabbling with their record company and had to 
p to court for a very long time. Since the 1986 success of the weepaway "Through The 

arricades" they ve spent a lot of time touring and writing new songs. Meanwhile, Martin 
Kemp apparently still harbours an ambition to be in The Rolling Stones!!! 
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STATUS QUOC 


* STATUS QUO: Back in 1968 
when they had their first hit 
"Pictures Of Matchstick Men", 
the young Quo wore garish 
psychedelic outfits and were. 
teenage heart-throbs “for ten 
minutes". In the '70s they 
became a hugely popular rock 
band, never seen wearing 
anything other than faded 
denim and rarely out of the 
charts with one of their 
countless “four bar boogie" 
songs, such as "Rocking All 
Over The World" (famous for 
being the first song to be 
performed at Live Aid) and the 
magnificent "You're In The 
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ES H over the years, the nucleus of 
о OG H the group has remained singer 
Г rF H Francis Rossi and guitarist 
| 509652 F Rick Parfitt, who despite 
z02Ez H knocking 40 apiece threaten to 
42520 3 keep going until at least 1991 
uzaag (unless the world turns into a 
|] 2ur Q о H giant turnip first, of course). 
| Soxaqs = 4 QUO. L-R: (back) Rick Parfitt, Rhino 
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* Lobsters are the bimbos of the ocean - they have a brain the size of a pi 
into two - above and below the throat. The lobster is not only thick, but wi 
tastes with its feet, has teeth in its stomach and kidneys behind its forehe: 


and even that's divided 
listens with its legs, 


STOCK AITKEN 


NYWYALYM 


AWL 


© STOCK AITKEN WATERMAN: Pete Waterman (formerly a DJ, marketing and A&R man in 
the record business) found songwriters Mike Stock (formerly running bars in swank hotels) 
and Matt Aitken (formerly playing quitar on ocean liners) to produce and write “dance 

music’. Their first huge hit was Dead or Alive's “You Spin me Round", a number one, since 
when they have guided the careers of Mel & Kim, Rick Astley, Sinitta, Princess, 
Bananarama and Mandy Smith and have been involved in over 60 hits. They also release 
records under their own name, rather more trendy club records like “Roadblock”, though they 
say they re not going to make a career out of it: "we don't want to be pop stars’ 


© STING: Gordon Sumner, singer and ex-Newcastle school 
teacher, was one third of the Police, punk group of the 1970's and 
supergroup of the early '80s. Though they had numerous hits, like 
"Roxanne" and "Invisible Sun”, differences of opinion eventually 
caused him to spook off and do his own thing in 1984. Taking 
time off to concentrate on his acting career, his most notable film 
Success was probably in Brimstone And Treacle (and the most 
useless one the tragic Dune). His first solo LP "Dream Of The Blue 
Turtles", was a jazzy swirl with squillions of v. famous jazz 
musicians on, as was the follow-up, "Nothing Like The Sun 
Recently he's gone a bit “high-brow”, claiming "I only listen to 
classical music now", Snoot! 
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THE STYLE COUNCIL 
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A THE STYLE COUNCIL. LR: M 
• THE STYLE COUNCIL: Having grown bored with The Jam, the “legendary” punk/mod 
group which he formed when he was 15, Paul Weller teamed up with "Merton" Mick Talbot 
to found The Style Council and concentrate on imitating the soul and jazz music he loves so 
much and combining it with his biting political lyrics. Former Wham! ba 
Lee joined the group in 1983 and has sung with them ever since as well a: 
solo career. And despite consistently denying rumours of their romance, Pat 
married in 1987. 


ot, Paul W 


is а dedicated traveller who used to drum i 
Magazine. Keyboard plaver Andy Connell из 
Manchester school chums with snooker cut 
and played keyboards in arty funk band A Certain Ratis S 
Corinne Drewery is a fanatical potato 
of all is mashed potato”) and used to 
what do they have in common? They 
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* 101977 an American family raised a squash - an entirely useless gourd-like fruit thingy - which weighed 38 stone (and probably tasted appalling)! 


* MARK SHAW: born 10/6/61, is Then Jerico's singer and leader. 
He had an unsettled childhood — his parents are divorced and he 
went from school to school as his father moved around the 
country. Things improved little after school — he did numerous 
jobs, all of which he got sacked from (unless they closed down 


first): "m a lousy timekeeper for a start...” He is now the 
fashion "brain" behind Then Jerico — apparently they're trying to 
Create the “punked-up public schoolboy look". 


* JASPER STAINTHORPE: Born 18/2/58. Was the first person to 
join Mark in the band — they met at the North London studio 
where Jasper was working as an engineer. Before that he'd been to 
а posh school, studied furniture design and spent several years: 
working for a company that installed central heating. These days 
he says he likes going to see other pends pi whenever he can 

ji 


and loves sailing; on many a fine day his dinghy can be seen 
carving through the waters in Chingford, Essex. 


* SCOTT TAYLOR: Born 31/12/61. The last person to join the 
group — before that he had a spell as guitarist in Belouis Some's 
backing band. Scott is the group's poshest member and has 
never had a real job for any length of time. "| worked on a building 
site once,” he says weedily, "but it nearly killed me. I'm frail of 
body." He says that he's in Then Jerico for “the love of music", not 
fame. “You could do loads of things to get famous — like 
shooting the Queen.” 
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• STEVE WREN: Born 26/10/62, the son of a cab driver. He was 
recommended to join the group by Jasper, though Mark had 
auditioned him two years previously and he had turned Mark 
down. "He said to me," recalls Mark, "you look alright but you 
can't sing. Call me back when you can." Steve hated school and 
was a bit of a rebel, though his success has worked wonders with 
his parents. “My mother's a total Then Jerico fan. If | phone her 
up | can guarantee she'll be playing our LP” 
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* The potato crisp was invented in 1853 by a Red Indian chef called George Crum! 


T'PAU 

• CAROL DECKER: went to a 
very strict girls’ grammar 
school and ate lots of frozen 
food as a youngster, since her 
father had a job in supermarket 
management ("Safeways was 
best," she remembers). Despite 
doing "rude things” with Action 
Man and her Barbie doll, she 
didn't have a boyfriend till she 
was 19 — "I was an ugly little 
Sod!" These days she's a 
birrova feisty foxtress. "I like a 
drink," she admits, “and when I 
go on a bender | get absolutely 
bloody legless.” She once 
vomited with such force that 
her earrings fell off, has been 
sick in her ex-fiancé's cowboy 
boot, and admits that “I've 
fallen asleep with my head 
down the toilet many a time!" 
Rock 'п' roll, phew! 


+4 T'PAU s Carol Decker being a llame- 
haired temptress 


A T PAU, LR: (back) Michael Chetwood, Tim Burgess, Paul Jackson, Dean Howard: (Iront) Ronnie Rogers, Carol Decker 


© T'PAU: consists of singer Carol Decker and her boyfriend Ronnie Rogers, plus Tim 
Burgess, Paul Jackson and Dean Howard. They come from Shrewsbury and are named after 
a Vulcan high priestess from the TV series Star Trek. Their first single, "Heart And Soul", was 
a massive hit in America long before it crept into the British charts in late '87; however the 
follow-up, "China In Your Hand", stayed at number one for absolutely ages, as did their LP 
"Bridge Of Spies". T Pau were once interviewed by a mad American bloke wearing a pair of 
pointy Mr Spock ears, but this apart, Carol claims there is "nothing remotely astonishing" 
about her band-mates whatsoever. 
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= Wild Ginseng, a spooky oriental “root” which is supposed to cure just about anything in the universe (except it doesn't), costs over £10,000 an ounce! 


TERENCE TRENT D'ARBY 


© TERENCE TRENT D'ARBY: Born 
15/3/60, the "facts" about Terence Trent 
D'Arby, as he tells them, are thus: he 
was raised by a strictly religious family 
in America, was precociously 
intelligent, became a journalist, became 
а boxer, joined the American army and 
was posted to Germany, deserted and 
sang in a band, came to England, 
became a famous pop star, and sold his 
modestly titled first album, 

“Introducing The Hardline According To 
Terence Trent D'Arby", by the truckload. 
Most of his time though is spent 
pouring out other preposterous claims, 
for instance “I'm an authentic case of a 
musical wolf boy"...."ma 

genius". ."E.T. came down and visited 
me last night and he told me he thinks 
my tunes are really happenin”... “It's 
the only album I'll ever make. Well 
probably...” etc. etc. Beyond all that 
though he’s a rather splendid singer, an 
utterly splendid dancer and has quite 
the oddest spook-eyes in pop. 41 
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* BONO: Born Paul Hewson on 10/5/60, his parents Bobby 

(a post office worker) and Iris "used to call me the Antichrist 

he reminisces, As a youngster he was a dreamer who suffered 
tantrums and blackouts but found relief through Christianity and 
U2. He's married to Alison Stewart, and the two of them have 
quietly visited both Nicaragua and Ethiopia in the last couple of 
years to observe and, where they could, help. A publicity-shy 
fellow, Bono is happiest amongst his close friends, whom he 
revels in telling long and unfunny "jokes" 


* LARRY MULLEN: Born 31/10/61, his parents are Larry (a civil 
servant) and mother Maureen. At the age of nine he gave up his 
piano lessons to become a drummer and joined a local military 
band — he was kicked out of the more prestigious Artane Boys 
band because he refused to get his "shoulder length golden locks 


cut. It was his idea to start the band in the first place: "I was in 

charge for about three days," he now reflects. Is now known as 

hany ten Jnr because his father kept receiving his huge tax 
етап! 
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* There аге more species of insects in the world than all the other types of living creatures put together! 


• U2: were formed after Larry Mullen 

puta note up on the board at the 

'experimental" Mount Temple High 

School, Dublin, where the four of them 
went to school. After a period playing 
awful ropey cover versions (The Rolling 
‘Stones, the Moody Blues, Nei! Young) = 
under the names Feedback and Hype > 
they took the name U2 and began 
formulating their distinctive 
passionate” rock style. They are all 
deeply serious and committed to what 
they do and each of their six albums — 
” “October”, "War", “Under A 


Fire" and "The Joshua Tree” — has seen 
their audience get bigger and more 
devoted. They were given an especially 
large boost by their breathtaking Live. 
Aid performance where Bono recklessly 
jumped into the crowd to dance with a 
girl, and these days, especially in 
America, are often referred to as “the 
biggest band in the world 
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* no poison 
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© THE EDGE: Born Dave Evans on 8/8/61 in East Barking, 
London, son of Garvin (a contracting engineer) and Gwenda. 
He learnt piano for two years before packing it їп and starting to 
fiddle about with a £1 guitar In the early '80s he nearly resigned 
from the band twice because he decided that his role as a pop 
musician was incompatible with his Christian beliefs but now 
says "that's why 1 can be so arrogant about what we do, because 
I don't think it's us essentially" He is married to Aislinn: “She's 
not really impressed with rock 'n' roll.” 
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* ADAM CLAYTON: Born 13/3/60 — his parents are Brian (ап 
Airforce pilot) and Jo. He spent his early life in Oxfordshire, hence. 
his very snoot non-Irish accent. By all accounts quite a rebel in 
his teens, he mixed birdwatching with disrupting classes by 
drinking coffee and wearing a kilt. He is the only member of the 
band without a specific religious commitment — something that 
drove a wedge between him and the others in the early days — and 
reckons that their success is down to the fact that “We're all 
nutters but somehow it works." 
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an egg every two seconds, day and night. In theory, one queen and her offspring could populate the tropics so densely that there'd be no room for a single human being, but as usual "theory" is a bit wonky. 


* Aqueen termite! 


* More people die each year from bee stings than snake bites! 


* SUZANNE VEGA: Always in the "out" crowd at school, at 16 
Suzanne was strumming her acoustic guitar in the lunch room 
"because it was such an uncool thing to do”. She's the daughter 
of a successful American author and writes very winsome, 
“literary”, folky things like “Luka” and “Marlene On The Wall”, but 
gets a bit fed up when people describe her as a sensitive, waif-like 
poetess (which she is). “Oh, that gets on my nerves,” she huffs. 
"My songs have а Jot of toughness in them if you listen to the 
lyrics properly.” Perhaps that's why she bought a pair of big 
Kickaway Doc Marten shoes when she visited Britain last year 


© UBAO: Vocalist and founder- 


member Ali Campbell 
originally earned enough 


money to launch UBAO by 
‘separating milk chocolate 
buttons in a Cadbury's easter 


egg factory — "it was the most 
revolting time of my life”. Since 


their first single "Kíng"/"Food 
For Thought” entered the 


charts in 1980, UB40 have gone 
on to become the most 


successful reggae band in the 
world and one of the most 
consistently successful pop 
groups of the '80s. Fiercely 
independent, they release their 
records through their own 
company, DEP International 
and now have their own studio 
which they built in a disused 
bacon factory in their native. 
Birmingham. This is rather 
strange, as Ali claims to love 
pigs: “I am a pig. Pigs are ту 
brothers," he once announced 


to an astonished world. 
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^A VOICE OF THE BEEHIVE, L-A: Tracey and Melissa Beehive 


© VOICE OF THE BEEHIVE: are basically two garishly-clad and 
extremely “quirky” Californian sisters called Melissa and Tracey, 
who insist their surname is Beehive. They're helped along by 
musicians Mike Jones, Martin Brett and ex-Madness drummer 
Woody Woodgate, who doubtless had more than a little to do 
with their jaunty almost-hit single "I Say Nothing" in late '87 "The 
message we want to get across is stop fats, cut down on 
cholesterol and stop littering,” chirrup the girlies rumly Weedy 
pop fact: they take their name from an arty Spanish film about а 
beehive (or something) called... Voice Of The Beehive? 
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MARTI PELLOW: Born Mark McLoughlin on 23/6/66 ("Pellow 
is my mother's maiden name, Marti is because | was always into 
show business") in a Clydebank toilet (he swears it's true: "me 
mum and me granny were waiting for a bus"). Reckons he's “very 
strange, man, pretty moody” ant that "I'm the one the girls throw 
themselves at." Likes: his penpal in Nuremburg, Germany, 
[е with milk and sugar and his home town of Glasgow. 

lates: Edinburgh — "It's just... horrible!” 


* NEIL MITCHELL: Born 8/6/65 in Helensburgh, Glasgow, Neil 
says "I'm the shy one in the group”. Likes: Mandy Smith, chicken 
tikka (yumlicious Indian "dish"), being recognised ("they actually 
shouted my name and | waved back... ."), standing on boxes to 
have his photo taken (he's not very tall) and having a shower 
twice a day: “1 like to present myself as clean as can be." Hates: 
Mrs Thatcher — “I'd have voted Labour if we hadn't been in 
Gambia making a video.” 
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Jugs have rather avant-garde "fashion" ideas - they kill and eat sea anemgpi 
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А THE WETS, LA: Tommy, Nell, Marti, Graeme 


ө WET WET WET: When Graeme was 14 he became a punk, 
bought a three-stringed bass guitar (one short — the clot!) and 
went round to see Tommy: “I knew he played drums". After a 
while Neil joined in and they'd practise round at Graeme's house. 
The main problem was that they all tried singing and none of 
them were any cop. Then they remembered this guy called Marti 
at school “who'd always be in the corner singing all these Michael 
Jackson songs — he had a really great voice" and so Graeme 
phoned him up. Marti was unsure for about half a second and 
then decided, “Hell, I'm going to be a pop star!" And — hey presto! 
— after a couple of years recording and practising, their first 
single, "Wishing | was Lucky", shot into the top ten and he 

was 


make protective coats out of the dead anemonies’ stinging cells! 


TOMMY CUNNINGHAM: Born 22/6/64: “I'm the one with the 
worst haircut." He also declares "I'm basically a quiet person — 
my idea of paradise is a wee house with a field and a cow in it.” If 
he ruled the world he says he'd put Blue Peter on 24 hours a day. 
Likes: Blue Peter (мошу), bacon, sausage and egg for 
breakfast ("death food”), football, Status Quo live LPs and his 
girlfriend Elaine. Hates: Continental breakfasts and all politicians 
= "They're rubbish. They don't talk on my wavelength at all...” 


‘orn 15/5/66 in Glasgow: "I'm probably the 
serious one in the band — | like to think about things.” Likes: living 
at home (“you get your washing done"), snooker and pool, the 
film The Killing Fields ("I've started getting into Vietnam"), the 
book The Catcher In the Rye ШЫП. Salinger ("the first book | 
ever read") and soul singer Anita Baker. Hates: buying Christmas 
presents — “I've never bought anyone a present in my entire life.” 
What a meanie! 


[К] А S ) * The stomachs of sea anemonies have only one opening, which means that so-called “waste products" are expelled through the mouth! 


CNOT 


A WAS (NOT WAS), L-R: David Was, Sweet Pea Atkinson, Don Was, Harry Bowen 


* WAS (NOT WAS): is the brainchild of two eccentric Americans, David Was and Don Was 
(not brothers), who, inspired by all sorts of eccentric influences and a love for disco music 
like Chic, started making their own distinctly loony music. Their first album is notable for 
including "Where Did Your Heart Go?", a song that appeared on Мћат!' final EP Their 
Second album is famous for the track “Shake Your Head (Let's Go to Bed)" where they wiped 
off the not-very-famous Madonna's voice (“we thought she was too disco effeminate 
sounding”) and replaced it with Ozzy Osbourne, and their third album is famous for including 
their first hit, the daft "Walk The Dinosaur” (actually about how we're all going to be as extinct 
as the dinosaur through “some parallel cosmic cataclysm”). The current group is made up by 
two singers — Sweet Pea Atkinson and Harry Bowen. 


WESTWORLD 
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‘A WESTWORLD, L-R: Elvabeth Westwood, Nick Burton, Robert "Derwood" Andrews 
* WESTWORLD: are American foxtress Elizabeth Westwood (vocals), Cockney sprite 
Robert "Derwood" Andrews (guitar) and portly Welshman Nick Burton (drums). Elizabeth 
used to be a life-guard, worked in a record shop (where she was held up at gun-point twice), 
went to art school and loves pizza; "Derwood" used to be in Generation X with Sir William 
“Billiam” Idol and has “never grown up"; and Nick used to draw snakes in the shape of 
skulls as a nipper and has a “morbid fear of celery”. Their first-ever gigantically popular tune 
‘Sonic Boom Boy" was completely self-financed, self-“designed” and self-promoted and 
invented under the pop theory “we've got the name, we've got the idea, let's not do gigs, lets 
just make brilliant records". However, they haven't had a hit since. 


А THE SNAKE, LA: Tommy Aldridge, Rudy Sarzo, Vivian Campbell, David Coverdale, Adrian Vandenberg 


* WHITESNAKE: Vocalist and founder David Coverdale was born on 22/9/51 and brought up. 
in Yorkshire, although he talks in a very posh voice — "Not everyone goes 'Eeeeeh bloody ‘ell 
aaaah’ you know," he says. Не wanted to be an artist when he was young but ended up. 
working in a trendy (at the time) boutique selling horrible cheesecloth shirts and flared 
trousers. When the position of lead singer with legendary "70s jr rock combo Deep Purple 
was advertised in a music paper he sent off a tape and a picture of himself when he was a boy 
scout and got the job! He lived the rock "n' roll lifestyle to the full until Deep Purple split up in 
1976; a couple of years later he formed Whitesnake, who have: gone on to rock the world with 
such "classics" as “Fool For Your Lovin” and "Here | Go Again". Phew! 
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* GEORGE MICHAEL: Born Yorgos Kyriakou Panayiotou on 
25/6/63 (hence his nickname Yog), Unattractive as a young 

jode d he has since cultivated his public image as carefully as 
he's planned his musical career. "Careless Whisper" and "A 
Different Corner" had both been number ones before Wham! split 
and he has continued with a duet with Aretha Franklin, his 
"banned" e ^| Want Your Sex", and finally his "Faith" LP 
These days The Legend That Is (as Andrew sometimes calls him) 
is clearly very different from the Wham! singer with the cheesy 
white smile and the shuttlecock down his shorts: he refuses to go 
‘on Top Of the Pops, and has admitted “life isn’t as much fun 
anymore. I've got a bit older. . also I'm bored with grinning.” 


* Steradent ahoy - the glue for false teeth is made out of seaweed! 


© ANDREW RIDGELEY: Born 25/1/63. In Wham! he was always 
very modest about his musical skills — "I can sing, but not as well 
as George so what's the point?" — and was often criticised for 
spending more time falling over drunk, crashing cars and 
generally gallivanting about than anything else though, 
Noticeably, it was other people, not George Michael who 
complained). After the split he first concentrated on motor racing 
in Monaco but didn't quite make the grade — his promised film 
career also seems a little slow in getting off the ground. His 
return to the world of pop music has hardly been swift either — 
but George for one is convinced of his talents. "He just didn't do 
all that much in Wham! because he couldn't be bothered." 


А WHAM in the days of "Bad Boys" looking a bit pervy А The lads on a so-called "beach" or "Club Tropicana’ А Blub! One of the last known pics of George п Andy together 
© WHAM!: After meeting at Bushey Meads Comprehensive in North London, Andrew and of theirs not to go to number one, "Last Christmas", was beaten by the Band Aid single 
George first formed a ska band called The Executive. That failed but they carried on trying — (which George sang on anyway). Then they split up — the main reason was that George felt. 


the 17-year-old George wrote a song called “Careless Whisper" on the bus and in the cinema frustrated by having to live up to Wham!'s bouncy and jolly image, but the specific catalyst 
where he was an usher (his sisters judged that it should have been called "Tuneless Whisper") was the sale of his management to a South African associated company. Their last concert, 
—and got a contract as Wham! (taking their name from their first single, “Wham! Rap"). From Тһе Final, on 28/6/86 at Wembley stadium, only served to emphasise what a brilliant pop 
then on they couldn't be stopped — from the summer of 1984 to summer 1986 the only single group they'd been 
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* It's attic known pop fact, but your average, everyday ice-cream contains rather a lot of seaweed [that's probably what “non-milk fat” means haw haw) - a variety called trish Moss to be precise. 


KIM WILDE + пазарат, they ont so much seaweed that they grow Iton special tarme! 


* KIM WILDE: Born 8/11/60 in 
Hertfordshire. Kim's first single, 
“Kids In America”, rocketed to 
number two in 1981 and for the 
next three years she had a 
string of hits with songs 
written by her father, ’50s pop 
star Du Wilde, and her 
brother Ricky Wilde. She Б 
successfully pulled out of a lean Н 
patch by covering The H 
Supremes "You Keep Me 
Hanging On" which revived her 
flagging career and went on to 
record a novelty Christmas hit 
with tubby “comedian” Mel 
‘Smith under the alias Mel And 
Kim (sounds familiar, non?). 
She loves white Toblerone 
choccy (but can't eat it in case 
she gets plooks), hates spiders, 
and absolutely /oathes Blue 
Nun wine. So, viewers, if she 
comes to your party you'll 
know what not to give her (i.e. 
chocolate-coated spiders à la 
Blue Nun haw haw). 
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© BRUCE WILLIS: Born 19/3/55 in Germany, his 
parents are David (a welder and mechanic on an 
American air base) and Marlene (who is German). 
They moved to New Jersey, America, soon after his 
birth. As a youngster Bruce had a terrible stutter and 
was “a shy little guy who hardly ever talked” but soon 
started getting into trouble for being the class 
prankster, once streaking into town naked for a bet. He 
had two nicknames, Buck and Bruno (the latter given to 
him by his third-grade Spanish teacher), and at school 
gave his ambition as “to become deliriously happy or a 
professional harp (i.e. mouth organ) player". No such 
luck. For years he did odd jobs — driving trucks ina 
chemical plant, working as a night security guard at a 
nuclear generating station, and as a waiter — while also 
taking acting classes and playing in a band called 
Loose Goose. Eventually, just after being turned down 
as Madonna's boyfriend in Desperately Seeking Susan, 
he barged in late to a Moonlighting audition and got the 
part of David Addison. His singing career has so far all 
been done under the guise of the mythical Bruno 
Radolini — a pop star who has been through all the 
ghastly musical phases shown on The Return Of Bruno 
video before making a comeback to sing songs like 
"Under The Boardwalk”. If it all fell through tomorrow 
he says he'd “ski all winter, swim in the ocean all 
summer... playing, just being a kid” 


BRAND 


ISE-HIJIKI — — 
A 


*s6unp әллетүд J90 шотЬв u 1noqe pue подо pueu 'eqina yb чормовипв ‘eq 


BRUCE WILLIS 
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* Spooky old liquorice is actually made from the roots of a plant which the ancient Greeks used to chew [and it ruddy well tastes like it too). 


© PAUL YOUNG: Born 17/1/56 in Luton, at school Paul was known as “Dustbin Hoffman" in 
tribute to his ability to eat all his greens — and everyone else's. Set on a career in music, he 
abandoned a safe apprenticeship at Vauxhall Motors to join useless novelty group 
Streetband, who had one hit with the abominable "Toast". Next came popular but not very 
Successful soul troupe Q-Tips and, after a few more years in rocks lost wilderness, the public 
finally woke up to his heartfelt vocal flutings on hits such as "Wherever | Lay My Hat" and 
"Everything Must Change". Throat problems and a much-publicised on-off relationship with 
model Stacey Smith (mother of their “love-child” Levi) have occupied much of his recent 
time; "I quite enjoy the fact that the hysteria's died down a bit,” he comments gamely. These 
days he "thinks" he's a millionaire, and reckons he “might do something completely different 
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& THE LOVE REACTION 
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- over 30,000 useless tulips for every square mile in the country. 
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* Believeitornot, aspirin is made from tree bark! 


n flowers. 


А ZODE and his MINDWARPS, СЯ. Trash D Garbage, Cobalt Stargazer, Zodiac Mindwarp, Slam Thunderhide, Flash Bastard 


© ZODIAC MINDWARP AND THE LOVE REACTION: Zodiac, famed for his preposterous on- 
stage gyrations, fake American accent, delusions that he is а "sex-God' from the Planet 
Mindwarp and slip-shod approach to personal hygiene was once plain, Bradford-born Mark 
Manning. Until that is, after a spell at art school and then as art-editor of the now defunct 
Flexi-Pop magazine, he sensibly decided to re-invent himself for a career in pop. The only 
snag is that unless he and his Mindwarps (awfully nice chaps all of them) can come up with a 
tune that doesn't sound like their one and only hit, “Prime Mover’, they are in mortal danger 
of spiralling towards pop's ever-beckoning dumper. Still, as Zodiac charmingly points out, the 
soundalike quality of their songs “never hurt Status Quo". What a toff! 


* Pity the insect who's lured by a carnivorous pitcher plant's sickly odour - It skips merrily down a one-way staircase in search of “lunch” before plunging into a pit of acid where it's slowly digested. Yum! 
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* The Dutch grow and sell about 3000 mil 
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AND ORDER YOUR LAST FEW STICKERS 


IF THERE IS A MAIL ORDER CARD WITH THIS ALBUM, 
PLEASE USE THAT TO PLACE YOUR ORDER. THANK YOU. 


* Have you swopped all your doubles, but still need a few more stickers to complete 
the collection? Then order them direct from: PANINI STICKERS, DEPT SH88, 
116-120 GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON, EC1V 7QD. 


HOW TO PLACE YOUR ORDER i 
1. State clearly the title of the collection: 
SMASH HITS 1988. " 
2. List the number of each sticker you want, up 
to a maximum of 20. Only five of these can be 
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for the poster. 
3. Each sticker costs 6p including postage. We 
prefer you to pay by CHEQUE or POSTAL 
ORDER. You can also send postage stamps. 
NO coins or notes please. 
All payments must be in STERLING. 
„ Do not forget your NAME, ADDRESS and AGE. 
Please allow 30 days for processing and 
delivery. 
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мегу possible effort to ensure that most newsagents stock 
them for as long as they are in demand. Also, we guarantee that all the stickers in 
this collection are printed in equal quantities. 


If you are having difficulty in finding albums or stickers for this collection in the 
shops, please contact us at the above address. iu 


* © Smash Hits magazine/Panini Publishing Ltd, 1988. + Printed in Great Britain by Redwood Web Offset. 


HOW TO COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION 


